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EMIGRANTS- 



- LETTER I. 

tfhe Count de Vermandois to the Mar* 
quh de St. Sulpice. 



lOU, my old friend, who refide 
in one of the diftant provinces, fur- 
roilnded by vaffals who difcharge all 
the duties of the feudal fyftem with 
exaft obedience — you, who exercife 
an authority which no fullcn and 
vol, I. B fulky 
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fulky fouls, il nourifhed in the pu- 
trefying fens of democracy," dif- 
pute — you are happy. The manners 
of the metropolis extending not their 
contagious influence to you, have not 
forced you to be a painful obferver 
of the revolution in the thoughts and 
habits of the people. But I, whofe 
employment keeps me ever near the 
auguft perfonages who fo honourably 
fill the throne of France, I cannot but 
fee that the excellent fabric of the 
French conftitution begins to totter. 
Into the minds of the people an ab- 
furd notion of equality feems to have 
infufed itfelf, which tending to place 
the lower orders on the fame level 
with all whom titles and honours 
have hitherto exalted above them, 

will 
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will obtain a rapid circulation. The 
caufes of this efFe£t are both proxi- 
mate and remote. For fome poli- 
tical reafons, the adminiftration of 
France conceived it to be neceflary, at 
a period far diftant from the prefent f 
to employ in its fervice men who had 
devoted themfelves to literary pur- 
fuits. To me the policy that didtated 
fuch a meafure appears not to be very 
juftifiable. It gave fuch men an af* 
cendancy of which they have never 
fince been deprived — It gave the 
people too act exalted idea of litera*- 
ture, which: feems to have increafed 
infteacf of having loft its effeft.— 
Lewis the Fourteenth, who found it 
neceflary to infufe into his fubjefla 
that love of glory which filled his 
B 2 ' own 
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own mind, employed literary men to 
celebrate his . exploits, and to add 
frefti rays to the effulgence of his 
glory. He patronifed literature — he 
protected learned men. In his reign 
the eorrefpondence with the EngliLh 
authors commenced ; and Milton, 
Locke, Clarke, and Newton, were 
for the firft time known in France. 
From their labours perhaps arofe a 
man whom I fhall always record as 
the greateft enemy to the French 
eetiftitution— You. will immediately 
divine that this man is Montefquicu 
fr-He it is who in his Efprit des Loix 
has juftified anarchy, and reduced re- 
bellion into a fyfiem. On the fame 
horizon appeared that enemy to mo- 
rality and . religion, Voltaire ; who 

laboured 
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laboured during a long life) to lender 
men indifferent about what mode of 
faith they adopted, or whether they 
adopted any at all. The fun of 
Voltaire's glory had not fet ere Jean 
Jacques Roulfeau appeared — a man, 
who, bound by no rules himfelf, fe- 
duloufly endeavoured to break all 
thole prudent barriers which the wii^ 
dom of ages had placed between tike 
monarch and his fubje&s, the lord 
and his vaflal — He it was who told 
the people that Nature created all 
men equal, and that the political ex- 
iftcnce of all privileged clafles of mca 
depended on the will of their infe- 
riors. 



The encouragement of literature 
B 3 by 
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by the court diffufed the lave of 
learning among the people, who 
grew ambitious in proportion as they 
increafetf in knowledge: this am- 
bition has been followed by its na~ 
tural confequence, difcontent. 

Thefe are caufes both remote and 
proximate — Another caufe is the 
sMount of the national debt. Large 
la this amount is, it has been pro* 
«luced by no inglorious means. The 
brilliant fiiceeffes of Lewis the Fomv 
ttenth could not have been produced 
without large fupplies of money— 
ihe late war againft Great Britain 
could not have been carried on with* 
out immenfe loans — the people ap- 
proved both of the fuccefles of Lewis 

the 
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the Fourteenth and the affiftance af- 
forded to the Americans j on them 
therefore the effedt ought to falU 

But the chief eaufe of this revo- 
lution in the minds of the people i& 
the part France imprudently took in 
favour of America* There the 
French foldiers beheld monarchy to- 
tally disregarded and treated with 
contempt — they brought back with 
them republican fentiments, the ef- 
fects of which begin now to appear 
with an ararming afpedh Necker, a 
man tolerably converfant with the 
pradtical part of finance, was impru- 
dently chofen to fucceed M. de 
Clugny. Difgufted with the nobi- 
lity^ who had convinced him of their 
B 4 £upe- 
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fuperiority, he wilhed to throw him- 
felf on the prote&ion of the people, 
to whom he addrefled his Compte 
Rendu, What effe£t this produced 
is not unknown to you. His fubfe- 
quent attack on the parliaments 
ruined him, and he retired from the 
government of the kingdom. The 
feeds of difcontent, however, which 
he hadrfown, could not be eradi- 
cated— De Fleury -and D'Qrmiflba 
were little calculated 4 to dire£t r the 
helm of the ilate. What the excel- 
lent abilities of Calonne will effe£t, 
cannot he . predi&ed. . The k;ng ia 
determined that neither new loans 
{hall be raifed nor frefh taxes be im- 
pofed — the minifter has fuggefted the 
expedient of aflembling the notablea 

of 
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of the kingdom, and the king has this 
day acceded to it. Great expectations 
are entertained by marty--td' me every 
moment feems to be the prelude Jtp 
fome great event. An awful patAe 
extends its influence over the whole 
political world — a paufe fimilaV fo 
that which in. the natural world pre- 
cedes the hurricane that is to involve 
in ruin every otye£t which it en- 
counters. 

Vermandois. 
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LETTER 1L 

The Count de Vermandots to the Mar- 
quis de St. Sulpice. 

TThE notables have aflembled! : — 
Calonne is in difgrace! — Every thing, 
is in confufion I — I forefee all the 
confequcnces that will refult — Ra- 
pine, defolation, carnage^ and de- 
ftru&ion ! — Adieu. 

Vermandois^ 



LET- 



A GALLIC TALE. 



LETTER IH.. 



Julia de Nar bonne to Eloife de St * Clair*. 
Friendship entwined around us 

her filken ligament at an age when: 
we were fcarce able to develope the 
caufe of our attachment — at a more 
advanced period a (imilarity of difpo-*- 
fition united us more clofely, but 
tikis fimiferity of difpofition was not 
attended with a coincidence of fenti- 
¥ ment. You, Eloife, feemed contented 
=■ to think that the purpofes of creation' 
were adequately anfwered by a life 
of inactive tranquillity and obfeure 
R6< retire^ 
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retirement, and by the pun&ual dis- 
charge of the duties of humanity to 
the unfortunate, the aged, and the 
infirm. To this laft part of your 
fyftem I always felt very much dif- 
pofed to accede, but inactive tranquil- 
lity did not meet with my approba- 
tion ; not that the fenfelefs grandeur 
and unmeaning parade of life were 
objedts of my applaufe, 'but ftili 1 
wiflied to be a fpe&ator of the bufy 
drama without being very much an 
a£tor in it. A certain eccentricity of 
opinion in me did not perhaps' tend, 
to decreafe this diffimilarity of fentU 
roent, which has occafioned frequent 
arguments, in which RoufTeau and 
Fenelon were always called • in -as 
auxiliaries. . My father, oh ever, dear 

and 
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and facred name ! my father was the 
chofen friead of the former — Rou£- 
feau ufed frequently to fpehd a month 
at our houfe. It was oa on? of the 
evenings, of his, abode with us that my' 
father difclofed the hiftory of his life. 
My grandfather, the prefident of the 
parliament of Rouen, was a man who 
kept an expenfive eftablifhment, 
which was ill Supported by the 
profits of his prefidency; he died,' 
confequently, in circumftances not r 
very affluent— What, however, he 
left was bequeathed to my father, his 
only fonj two fitters were totally dik 
regarded and pafled over in his wilt 
without the legacy of a livre. It was 
precifely this nje^ledt that influenced 
the conduit of my "father— He com- 
forted 
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fbrted his fillers, foothed their for- 
rows, and, as foon as he had afcer- 
tained the exa£t amount of my 
grahdfather's fortune, divided it . 
equally between them, and fet out for 
Paris: there, by dint of abilities, he 
obtained the office of tutor to the* 
prefent Count of Vermandois, who* 
Was on the point of commencing the 
grand tour. At . the expiration of 
three years the Count returned with . 
my father, who became an advocate 
©f the parliament of Paris : the profits- 
of this employment enabled him to 
live in . a genteel ftyle,.and he married^ 
His happinefs had now attained its 
meridiau altitude j. its declenfion foon 
followed— a court minion was by 
&me proceft fummonejj before the 

parlia^ 
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parliament — his condud had been fo 
infamous that no one would under- 
take his defence. The Count de 
Vermandois,at the interceffion of the 
court, applied to my father — my fa- 
ther refufed — the Count retired in< 
great rage j the confequences of which 
might have overwhelmed the objjbdfc 
af it, but for one fortunate event i in: 
the bureau of the firft minifter, my 
father, rare occurrence ! had a real 
friend: from his office lettres de- 
cachet were ifiued— the minifter com* 
manded one to be directed againft my 
father, who, was made acquainted 
with it by Ait friends— Immediate 
flight was necefiary. My parent** 
tod I, their only child, took the road 
to Switzerland. The brilliant fuccefs 

with: 
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with which my father had flattered 
,liimfelf, the dreams of wealth and 
vifions of affluence were now va^ 
. nifhcd, and for ever — their place wais 
.occupied by a fixed and unconquer- 
able deteftation of the French govern- 
ment, and by an income not exceed- 
ing one thoufand livres per year* 
This depreflkm of circumftances 
killed my mother — it invigorated my 
father— he fpoke, he wrote againft 
the French government, and he be- 
. came intimate withJRouffeau. The 
fortitude of the catholic church could 
not endure this aggregate of offences 
with chriftian fortitude — my father 
was anathematized, burnt in effigy, 
driven out of the pale of the church, 
and configned to everUftitfg torments. 

Thefe 
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Thefe fentences, fo r terrible, excited 
in him nothing but contempt, and he 
laughed at the eternal damnation dealt 
out to him in this world. The 
church ftill continued to exorcife hioi f 
and all good Catholics e&pe&ed that 
Heaven would pour upon him fome 
iignal mark of its -djfpleafure. No 
fuch thing!— Heaven was employe4 
in a more meritorious manner, andi 
my father ftill continued to laugh; 
and to write againft the French go- 
vernment to thef end of his life* The. 
canton which he had chofen for hi* 
place of refidence was remarkable. Sot 
its mountainous afped. Between two. 
mountains of fearful height our houfe 
was fituated. /In theintervals of lei- 
fore my father ufed to amufe himfelf 

with 
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With botanical refcarches } by dint of 
perfeverance he had explored the 
mountains I have juft mentioned, 
and had collected on their fummit 
the nioft curious Alpine plants. Ia 
©ne of thole excurfions he met with 
a Angular event — A gentleman who 
had be^n led to afcend one of th* 
tobuntains, by an inclination fimilat 1 
to my father's, but who was totally 
ignorant of the moft accefliblc part oJT 
the acclivity, had in confequencc, by 
a falfe ftep, tumbled from the top- 
e£ the mountain: his fcreams were 
heard by my father, who afforded 
his ai£ftance in the moft feafbnable 
moment. The fufferer had rolled 
down the mountain within a few* 
feet of & tremendous precipice* 

whea 
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when my father caught hold of his 
coat and faved him. His fervices 
ended not here — the fall had bruifed 
the gentleman in fuch a manner that 
it was ncceflary to convey him to our 
houfe. Of the progreffive cure of 
his contufions— of his grateful thanks 
it fliali not be " my hint to fpeak" — 
of his name it (hall— it was the Count 
de Belleface, the title (prepare your- 
felf, Eloife, for a furprife) of the eldeft 
ion of the Count de Vermandois. 
.This difcovery, inftead of decreafihg, 
feemed to add to my father's affidtfity : 
he rejoiced in having it in his power 
to indulge the revenge of great minds t 
—to return good for evil. 

The Count de Belleface's cure be- 
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— cherifh thofe which lead to virtue 
— a£t always from the impulfes of 
nature* A foolifti and an erring world 
have forged fetters to enchain her 
feet, be it your endeavour to burft 
them afunder. Let the filly and the 
weak laugh at you, heed them not : 
the ridiculous laws which fafhion 
ena&s, and the abfurd reftraints im- 
pofed by an mdifcrimmate commerce 
with the idle, the vain, and the impe- 
rious, have made them any thing but 
the offsprings of nature. Be aflured 
that the applaufe of the difcerning 
few will amply, oh, how amply! re- 
compenfe you for the difappfrobation 
of the ignorant many. Reje£fc no 
principles becaufe they are not ge- 
nerally received; weigh them atten- 
4 tively : 
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lively: if they be good, a£t in obedi- 
ence to them, and never fuffer your- 
felf to be laughed out of them : re- 
member always that the operation of 
truth has been flowly progreffive; 
and by the difficulty with which the 
idea of the divine right of kings was 
blotted from the human mind, learn 
that the world accepts not quickly 
pofitions that are new, and that tend to 
deftroy thofe which have been handed 
down from time immemorial. You y 
will find in my efcritoir fome direc- 
tions for your future conduct: if they 
appear to you to be founded in reafon, 
follow them — if not, let not the know* 
ledge that they were penned by a fa- 
ther induce you to ad in obedience 
to them. That condud which is 

folely 
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folely the refult of injunctions im- 
pofed by others is not, be convinced, 
acceptable to the fource of perfe&ion 
— we fliould all a£t from cbnvi&ion. 
I have now nothing more to lay — 
perhaps my prefcnt addrefs may have 
been unneceflary ; it has, however, 
afforded balm to my mind, and now, 
Lord! I befeech thee to let thy 
fervant depart in peace !" 
" The impreflive manner in which 
thofe ltfft words were delivered 'filled 
me with awe^- my head funk oh my 
father^ outftretched hand,. Tarftl' my 
eyes were hot raifed till afteV'theiaft 
quivering motion had departed from: 
his lips — the laft ray of viffbh had 
quitted his eyes — ^-He was' dead. ■', 

Why 
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Why (hould I attempt to defcribc 
my grief, when I know and feel 
that the attempt would be fruitlefs ? 
I pafs on to the melancholy talk of 
opening my father's efcritoir — I 
found in it dire&ions for my condudt, 
full of wifdom and virtue, and I 
found alfo a letter, which I was di- 
rected to carry to the Count de Ver- 
mandoie. — The following is a copy. 

To the Count de Vermandou* 

" My Lord, 
44 A celebrated character of anti- 
quity bequeathed his child to his 
friend as the moft precious legacy in 
his gift — I, however, confign mine to 
my enemy — You have injured me — I 
% afford you now an opportunity of 
Vol, L G wafliing 
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wafhing that injury away — I honour 
you with the care and maintenance 
of the only treafure that adverfity has 
not wrefted from 

" Henry de Narbonne." 

This condudt of my father 
fcemed fo noble that I immediately 
refolved to obey it — I haftened to 
Paris, and was inftaritly received into 
the houfe of the Count de Verman- 
dois. The family does not feem to 
be very well organized — the Count 
and his fecond fon are imperious and 
difagreeable— the Count de Belleface, 
his mother and fitter are affable 
and amiable : the balance of power, 
however, is as well prefer ved as be- 
tween the Ruffians and Turks, the 
former of whom are faid to be fome- 

what 
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what of the weightieft in the fcale. 
I have hitherto preferved a neutrality 
— the Count endeavours to perfuade 
me of the abfolute neceflity of hu- 
man diftinCtions, while Belleface la- 
bours to convince me that all men 
are equal. I accede apparently to 
the pofitions of each, and, in reality, 
believe neither. I am fure that ig- 
norance and folly ought not to bejexQ 
alted above wifdom and prudeig 
and I am equally certain that all nreii 

are not equal to . I would give 

you the name, were I not apprehen- 
five that you would place the afler- 
tion to the account of love: — and if 
fuch an idea were well founded, I 
am not clearly of opinion whether 
the a£tion would not be more im- 
prudent than criminal. But it were 
C 2 ' beft 
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beft not to difcufs the fubjed — fo f 
adieu ! 



LETTER IV, 

The Count de Belief ace to M. HAndri. 

A, Queftion of much moment has 
long occupied my thoughts; my 
determination is at length fixed, and 
thefe are the reafons on which it is 
grounded. It cannot but be appa- 
rent to the dulled imagination, that a 
political earthquake will, ere long, 
convulfe the bofom of France. The 
people, opprefled by a long feries of 
ills, will rife up in awful majefty, 

and 
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and avenge their wrongs on their 
oppreflbrs — they will be oppofed by 
the whole powers of defpotic courts, 
by a race of court fatellites, and by 
that ample clafs of men who poflefs 
privileges that exempt them from 
participating the toils of the people* 
In this conteft no man will be per- 
mitted to remain inaftive and inert— 
I am therefore confidering to which 
fide I fhall attach myfelf. My ancef- * 
tors, from time immemorial, have been 
firmly devoted to the government of 
France — They received emoluments, 
honours, titles, from that fource, and 
the loyalty of the family of Verman- 
dois has hitherto been proverbial. — 
My father is as zealous a fupporter 
of this fyftem as any of his predecek 
fors— he will command me to aft in 
C 3 concert 
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" concert with the court, and a father's 
commands ought not to be difobeyed 
but on the moft folid and fubftantial 
ground?. — On thcmoji folid and fubjiaft- 
tial grounds ! — The focial compact 
requires from all the members who 
compofe it the performance of cer- 
tain duties— thefe duties are of a 
public and private nature — one of 
the public obligations is, that every 
individual fliould labour to fecure the. 
happinefs of the whole. This then 
is a duty paramount to all private 
ones. I owe obedience to my pa- 
rents ; but it is a conditional obedi- 
ence, that ceafes as foon as it becomes 
injurious to the public welfare. I 
owe obedience to my parents ; but 
fliould they command the perform* 
ance of an a&ion that would impli- 
cate 
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cate in it the ruin of my fellow-citi- 
zens, the law of nature bids me dif- 

obey fuch a command. To afli- 

milate the argument to a poflible 
cafe, 

Long prefsM by care, and exercis'd in ills, 

the people of France demand a de- 
liverance from that flavery under 
which they have fo long groaned — 
Their oppreflbrs oppcfe them — I feel 
that man was not made to be a flave; 
I difregard the commands of a father, 
and throw myfelf inCjrthe arms of 
the people. Yes, I that I am 
right, and I am determined — The 
blood that feeds my veins — my 
nerves, my heart, my foul are de- 
voted to you, O my fellow-citizens! 

— They are yours, whenever yoti 
. C 4 fhali 
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fliall demand them — For you I facri- 
fice all the endearments of domeftic 
life!— for you I ri(k a father's dif- 
pleafurc ' for you I refign all the 
fweet confolations that refult from 
the bleffings of parents, the afFedtion 
of relatives, the friendfliip of acquaint- 
ance In a caufe like this, D'Andrl, 
human nature demands thofe facri- 
fices, and they muft be made— they 
are indifpenfable obligations, and he 
who refufes to difcharge them is un* 
worthy the great name of man. You, 
roy friend, are invefted with a Ration 
that enables you to aid the glorious 
caufe — the court is determined to 
hold a bed of juftice to compel the 
parliament of Paris to regifter the 
impofts. The time is arrived — the 
moment is come when you may ren- 
der 
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der yourfelf worthy of the gratitude 
of your country. As a member of 
the parliament of Paris, you may, 
you ought to oppofe the commands 
of the king to regifter the impofts— 
Do this, and the name of D* Andre 
&ali never be mentioned but with 
honour.. 



c tht Count de Vermandois to the Mar- 



iHE conduct of the notables,, 
which had produced their diiTolution* 



Bellesace* 



LETTER V. 



quis di St. Sulpice. 




C5 



could 
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could not but alarm the court. Ca- 
lonne had promifed every thing — he 
had effected nothing — for himfelf, 
however, it was more than fufpedted 
he did a great deal. To fupport the 
exigencies of government, it was ne- 
ceflary that certain imports fhould be 
regiftered previous to their operation. 
— The infolent parliament of Paris 
dared to make remonftrances, and by 
my advice the king held a'bed of juf- 
t:c?, in order to compel it to perform 
its duty. Already had thofe mem- 
bers of the parliament who fupported 
the government delivered their fenti- 
ments, which feemed to produce the 
defired effeft, when a^young member 
of the name of D' Andre rofe. I 
cannot, nor would I if I could, detail 
the particular parts of his addrefs. 

He 
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He talked about the equality of men 
(ridiculous argument !) — infifted that 
in all cafes that affcded the people, 
an appeal fhould be made to them 
(abfurd declamation!) — and finally 
demanded (the infolent!) that tho 
ftates-general fhould be convoked 
An ele&ric fhock could not have pro- 
duced a more fudden and a more ge- 
neral operation. The whole parlia- 
ment applauded the fpeech, deter- 
mined to refufe regiftering the im- 
ports, and affented to the demand for 
the convocation of the ftates-general. 
What was now to be done? — The 
Count de Bclleface (my eldeft fon) 
and the plebeian D'Andrc were par- 
ticularly intimate — I commanded 
Belleface to ufe his influence with 
his friend, for the purpofe of miti- 
C 6 gating 
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gating his fierce and difloyal oppo- 
fition. My fon — fcarcely, I think* 
will you believe it — abfolutely re- 
futed j — nay, he even applauded the 
conduit of his friend! — yes, by 
heaven ! he applauded it — the dege- 
nerate boy ! The parliament mean- 
while is baniflied to Troyes, where 
D' Andre's violent oppofition feems 
to have acquired renovated vigour — 
Two methods ftiil remain to bend 
him to our purpofe — They {hall be 
tried. 

Vermandoisl 



\ 
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LETTER VI. 

Julia de Nar borne to Ehjfe de St. Clain 

TThE balance of power feems to 
be not fo well preferred in this fa- 
mily as formerly. There have been 
contentions and difputes which are 
not likely to be foon ended, becaufe 
they proceed from political opinions- 
The Count de Vermandois and the 
Count de Bellefacc are for ever dif- 
putingj the following is a fpecimei* 
of thofe colloquial harangues which 
they hold daily i — The Count de. 
Vermandois returned from Verfailles 
juft as we were fummoned to dinner j 
— forae trivial remarks occupied the 
i time 
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time till the deflert was placed on the 
table. The Count de Vermandois 
then began — " I have been, Belle- 
face, to Verfailles" — " And I, fir, to 
the French Academy." — i€ I could 
wifh, fir, you would fix your at- 
tention on other obje&s." — " Can 
any be more honourable, fir?" — 
" Yes-"—" Will you have the good- 
nefs to inform me what they are ?" 
— " Literary purfuits are unworthy 
the attention of our noblefle." — 4< It 
fliould feem fo, from the condudt of 
our noblelTe." — " And by their con- 
tempt for literature they evince their 
prudence." — " Perhaps they may- 
it is politic fometimes to afFe£t a con- 
tempt for that which we do not un- 
derftand." — cC They know, fon, that 
they were born for other purpofes." — 

" They 
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€i They dance, fir, a-la-merveille."— - 
u The whole world acknowledges, 
fon, the fuperiority of their accom- 
plifhmen}#. ,, — " They make a bow 
with inimitable grace." — " They are 
polit^' — "Andinfincere." — " Agree- 
able in converfation" — " And fuper- 
ficial." — " Dignified in their defe- 
rence to rank" — " Cringing in their 
bondage." — " Affable to their infe- 
riors" — <f As longaathey fuffer them 
to trample on their deareft rights." — 
" You have borrowed thefe notions, 
fon, from your plebeian acquaint- 
ance*" — " ; P,ardon me, fir, I borrowed 
them from reflection — from experi- 
ence." — " Your reflections and your 
experience will molt probably be ini- 
mical to your advancement in life." 
~* How, fir J"— " The king ho- 

nours 
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nours you with his notice." — " I an* 
obliged to his majefty." — <c The 
queen is inclined to ferve you/' — <c I 
am moft grateful to her." — u She 
fpoke to me of you this morning." — 
Belleface bowed. — 49 She wifhes to 
have you near her perfon." — Belle- 
face bowed a fecond time. — " She 
has commanded me to inform yoi* 
that fhe means to give you a cap- 
tain's commiffion in her own guards.'* 
— " Her majefty is too good." — . 
Monfieur de Vermandois looked with 
the eyes of jealoufy on his eldeft bro- 
ther. — u You accept then her offer ¥* 
— * 4 1 am not inclined, fir, to lead at 
military life"— * Nor will this be— 
it will be a life of dignified elegance 
and eafe." — u I am not formed for 
courts,"— " Make a trial/*—" I 

know 



\ 
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know not how to flatter." — " You 
will learn." — " Infipid cuftoms make 
me ermuyt? — " Your fentiments will 
alter."—" Never."—" What, fon, do 
you mean to refufe the offer ?" — " I 
feel no wifh to accept it." — " 'Tis 
well, fir ; 'tis very well — her majefty 
fliall be informed of your refufal, and 
ihall overwhelm you with her dit- 
pleafure — De Vermandois, are your 
fentiments congenial with thofe of 
your brother " No, fir, I fliall 
be proud of her majefty 's notice."—- 
u You fliall have it — the captain's 
commiffion fliall be yours. — Dege-i 
nerate Belleface !" 

Thus ended the converfation ; and 
the Count de Vermandois immedi- 
ately retired, commanding his fecond 

fon t 
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fon, his lady, and the lovely Eloife, 
to follow him. 

The Count de Belleface and I 
were left alone. I was confufed, and 
a . fufFufion overfpread my cheeks 
which muft have been noticed by 
the Count. I had feated myfelf on a 
fopha ; the Count placed himfelf by 
the fide of me — " Have I not a&ed 
like a fool, Julia ?" — " Your father, 
my lord, thinks fo." — " But do you?" 
• — " My opinion, my lord, can be of 
no confequence." — " To me it is, by 
heaven." — The emphafis with which 
thefe words were fpoken did not 
tend to decreafe my confufion j I en- 
deavoured, however, to evade giving 
an anfwer. — " You do not anfwer 
me, Julia." — " It would be pre- 

fumptuous 
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fumptuous in an inferior, my lord, to 
judge' of the conduft of her fupe- 
riors." — " Curfe on thofe forms 
which ftill divide the human race! — 
Perhaps you difapprove of my con- 
duft u Thus prefled, my lord, I 
can no longer hefitate : in a fimilar 
fituation I ftiould have adopted a fi- 
milar mode of condu£t." — " Then it 
muft be right — the congenial nature 
of our fentiments, the occafion, the 
time, all compel me !" — The Count 
dropped gracefully on one knee— 
« Oh, Julia !"— Thefe words had 
fcarce been uttered, when a fervant 
opened the door — The Count rofe in 
evident anger — I attempted to rife 
too, but my legs trembled fo that I 
was forced to fit down again. The 
fervant came with a fummons from 

the 
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the Countefs to attend her, which I 
immediately obeyed, without daring 
to turn my eyes upon Belleface, who 
was walking up and down the room 
with a mod difordered ftep. My Eloife, 
what Belleface could have faid it re- 
quires not much deliberation to de- 
termine. 



XETTER VII. 

Julia de Nar bonne to Eloife de St. Clair. 



x HE Countefs was alone when I 
went to her j fl\e was in tears, of the 
caufe of which fhe immediately in- 
formed 



Julia de Narbonnb. 
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formed me. When the Count re* 
tired, he acquainted her that for poli- 
tical purpofes it was neceflary that M. 
D'Andre, a member of the parliament 
of Paris, fhould be brought over to 
the interefts of the court. As an in- 
ftrument to effeft this, it was his in- 
tention to employ Eloife, to whom 
he knew that D*Andr6 was tenderly 
attached — to make her write to him, 
and to force her to ufe h?r intereft to 
induce him to facrifice his principles 
to his love. Scarce had the Countefs 
made me acquainted with this difho- 
noiirable defign, when the Count en- 
tered the apartment — a gloomy fero- 
cious firmnefs depicted on his coun- 
tenance. u Fetch Eloife. 5 ' — The com- 
mand was diredted to me, and I 
obeyed it immediately. The dear 

girl 
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girl was overwhelmed with forrow— 
I could only comfort her as we de- 
fcended the ftair-cafe that ltd to the 
eventful apartment. We entfered the 
room — the implements of writing 
were all prepared— the Count was 
(landing by the table — the Countefs 
feated near the window, endeavouring 
to hide that diftrefs which flie was 
afraid to let appear. The dear girl 
ran to her mother, and, throwing 
herfelf in her arms, wept aloud — the 
mother could be concealed no longer 
— they wept a few moments i.u con- 
cert, and then fell at the feet of the 
Count, entreating him to defift from 
a, purpofe which implicated in it the 
{acrifice of all female delicacy and fe- 
male propriety — The wretched de- 
pendent on the will of a court was 

inex- 
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inexorable — he commanded the mo- 
ther arid the daughter to rife, and 
* forced t^e latter into a chair placed 
before the efcritoir — He then dic- 
tated the following letter to her : 

" To Monfieur V Andre. 

" I AM informed that you perfift 
in your oppofition to thofe meafures 
which are evidently calculated to 
produce liability to the government 
and profperity to the kingdom. — 
The crime and its effe&s be on your 
own head. — Of one of the efFe&s, 
however, I think it neceflary to apt 
prize you — the lofs of the efteem of 

" Eloise de Vermandois." 

The formation of each word, 
which was watered with the tears of 
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the hapleis victim, fufficiently evinced 
die fituatioo of her mind — She had- 
completed the inglorious letter, and 
was preparing to fubfcribe her name, 
when the Count de Bellcface entered 
the room. 

The Count de Vermandois, con- 
Icioas of the impropriety of his con-* 
du&, flirunk appalled from his fon's 
obfervation, and walked to the win- 
dows. The mother fat pale and 
trembling with apprehenfion — Eloife 
dropped the pen, and burft into tears. 
14 Good heaven ! v exclaimed Belle- 
face, " what is the matter V 9 He * 
immediately advanced to the table, 
and, calling his eye upon the letter, 
perufed it with fixed attention — An- 
ger emanated from his eyes, and con* 
▼ulfed his whole frame — he fnatched 

up 
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lip the fatal writing, and inftantly 
committed it to the flames. The 
Count de Vermandois, who had re- 
covered from his confufion, fternly 
rebuked his fon — His fon replied in 
the dignified language of virtue — 
The Count's rage increafed to fuch a 
degree that Eloife fainted — Belleface, 
forgetting every thing elfe, fnatched 
up his fifter in his arms, and, convey- 
ing her to the fopha, adminiftered 
the ufuai remedies with bis own 
hand, nor left her till fhe had reco- 
vered. 

The Count de Vermandois per- 
ceiving that any attempt to make his 
daughter copy the letter over again, 
would, in the prefent moment, be 
impracticable, walked, with the 
gloomy afpe<3: of difappointment, 

Vol. I. D out 
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out of the room, followed by Belle- 
face. The gentle Eloife, agitated by 
the conflict of painful fenfations, re- 
tired to bed, and I endeavoured to 
footh the forrow of the Countefs. 
Having fucceeded in part, I withdrew 
to my own apartment — In the pic- 
ture gallery I difcovered Belleface 
leaning againft a whole length pic- 
ture of Diana — he advanced to me 
with the air of a man agitated with 
the moft painful emotions — he feized 
my hand, " Julia, I rauft fpeak to 
you." He led me into a room at 
the end of the gallery, and (hut the 
door — for fome moments he walked 
up and down with hurried ftep — he 
then feated himfelf by me — " Julia/' 
faid he, " the honour of my filler is 
in danger — it will be tarniflied, ob- 
4 fcured, 

/ .-■ 
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fcured, extinghiflied, if (he accede to 
the propofition of the Count, my fa- 
ther. Hear me, dear Julia, for I 
could wifh you to believe that I am 
right — D' Andre is my friend — a 
noble honoured friend — he attempts 
to arreft defpotifm in her career, and 
therefore is the Count's difpleafure 
excited. D'Andre loves my lifter 
with tendernefs — I know n#t what 
difhonourable condudl his regard for 
her might induce him to adopt— but 
this I do know, that the laurel now 
blooms green arid healthful round 
his brow, and I would not have it 
tarnifhed. Perifh the thought of felf 
if it militate againft the general good I 
Julia, my fifter rauft not ufe her in- 
fluence to perfuade my friend to adt 
with dilhonour — fhe muft rcfufe to 
D 2 write 
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write to him — mark me — fhe muft, 
or a brother's difpleafure — a heavier 
difpleafure than his — the curfes of 
her country {hall fall heavy upon hen 
Julia, this moment fly to her — this 
moment, or it will be too late. I 
would fay more if the time and the 
occafion permitted me; but be aflured, 
there is but one fenfation in my heart 
more <ft$r to me than thofe you have 
excited." — Without waiting a mo- 
ment longer Belleface hurried out of 
the room — a few moments did I re- 
main behind him to calm a my per- 
turbed fpirit." 1 then haftened 'to 

Eloife's chamber, and communicated 
to her the fentiments of her brother. 
Why fhouid I lengthen a detail of 
mifery? — Eloife confented to a& in 
compliance with Belleface's wifhes— 

flie 
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flie did a£t in compliance with theiri 
when commanded by her father to 
copy the letter over again, and wai 
immediately hurried away to the 
convent of St. Antoine, where flie 
now is. 

Julia de Narbonne. 



LETTER VIII. 

The Count de Vermandois to 
M. D'JndrJ. 

THE oppofition you have evinced 
to the king's commands, and confe- 
quently to the true interefts of the 
nation, muft, if you perfift in it, alie- 
nate the hearts of all men from you. 

D3 lwill 



54 THE EMIGRANTS : 

I will not reafon with you on the 
impropriety of your conduct, becaufe 
I truft that you have awakened to a 
fenfe of the crime of difobedience, 
and are willing to return to your al- 
legiance to your fovereign. I have 
your welfare at heart — I promife you 
the king's pardon if you will ufe 
your intereft with the parliament to 
regifter the impofts — I promife you 
more than pardon — I give you my 
daughter in marriage, with a dowry 
adequate to her exalted rank, and I 
will enfure . you letters of nobility 
from your moft gracious fovereign. 
If you refufe thefe offers, the confe- 
quence be on your own head ! % • 
De Vermandois. 



LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

Monf. If Andre In anfwer* 

My Lord, 

JF I refufe thefe offers, the confequence 
be on my own head! — Words of import 
more dreadful could not have been 
uttered. I have weighed them well ; 
and this, my Lord de Vermandois, 
is my fixed and firm reply — That I 
do love your daughter, is mod true— 
I will prove it by my refufal of her— 
yes, my Lord, I refufe her — I refufe 
her becaufe I cannot accept her with. 
Mbnour. Relinquifli the caufc of li- 
berty — give up thecaufe of the human 
race! — Never. — My Lord, I am pre- 
pared for the confequences at which 
D 4 you 
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you hint — you will commit me to tfie 
Baftille, and in fo doing you will only 
decreafe the fize of my prifon. In a 
nation of flaves, as we are, the whole 
country is but a prifon — the only 
ference is in the fpace of it. I am 
prepared for the confequences, but I 
am not to be appalled from my pur- 
pofe. 

Henry D' Andre. 



LETTER X. 
jVf. TfAndrt to Eloife de Vermandok. 

I Have made, my Eloife, a facrifice, 
that has wrung every fibre of my 
frame — I have refufed you — yea, 

Eloife, 
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Eloife, I could not accept the trea- 
fure confiftently with my honour, 
and I have placed an infeparable 
breach between us. Oh, think not 

that it was want of affe&ion ! 

By heaven it was not. Would my 
Eloife have received to her arms a 
wretch who preferred his own. to the 
public good ? — Could Ihe have loved 
a wretch at whom the hand of fcorn 
forever pointed? — Oh no, £he could 
not. In a fliort time the contempt 
of the world would have communis 
cated its influence to her, and (her 
would have defpifed D'Andre! — De- 
fpifed D'Andre! Oh, no! Eloife, 
whatever fate awaits me, hard and" 
fevere foever as it may be, my con- 
duct fhail never produce on your 
cheek the fufFufion of fhame. Adieu 
D 5 for 
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forever! and be affured that, in relin- 
quiftiing you, I relinquifh all hope 
of happinefs on this fide of eternity* 

Henry D' Andre. 



LETTER XL 

The Count de Belle/ace to Julia de> 
Narbonne. 

JuLIA, the moft horrible prefages 
have infufed themfelves into my ima- 
gination relative to the fate of 
D* Andre — I muft fee you in order 
to communicate them to you. 

Belle sace* 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 
Julia de Nar bonne toEloife de St, Clair, 

The lover of Eloife has fuffered 
by his noble oppofition to the defigna 
of a corrupt and defpotic court. The 
Count de Belleface has informed me 
that all his papers are feized, and 
himfelf carried no one knows where, 
but all fufpeft to that grave of free- 
dom the Baftille. The Count's fufpi- 
cions point to his father as the caufe 
of this outrage, but he has not diC- 
clofed them to any one but me, To 
me, ah my Eloife ! he has difclofed 
fomething more — I fear I have not 
a&ed very properly. I heard a tale 
of tender import without apparent 
D 6 diC 
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difpleafure — I liftened to it perhaps 
with evident joy — In what order 
my feelings fucceeded each other. I 
am not very competent to decide — ► 
but the fenfation was new — the ob- 
^jeft was amiable, infmuating, fe- 
ducing — I believe I confeffed more 
than I ought to have done j but de- 
ceit I found to be impoflible, and 
this is all the excufe I have to offer 
in my defence, 

Julia de Narbonne, 



LETTER XIII. 

the Count de Vermandoh to the Marquis 
de St. Sulpice. 

THE obftinacy of the parliament 
of Paris is at an end by the removal 

of 
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°f the member obnoxious to the 
^curt — the imports are of courfe re- 
frittered, butthe publication of Necker 
On the finances has infufed a fpirit of 
c3i/content into the minds of the peo- 
ple, which is not to be fubdued. The 
convocation of the ftates-general is 
loudly demanded, and we are under 
the neceflity of acceding to the de- 
mand on account of the enormous 
deficit, which requires the impofition 
of additional taxes. But we have 
taken care that of the three orders, 
of which the «ftates-general will be 
compofed, there fhall be a majority 
of members devoted by intereft to 
the wiflies of the court* But there is 
one circumftance of which I am infi- 
nitely apprehenfive — The Count de 
Belleface, my eldeft fon, has evinced 

fymp- 
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fymptoms of difaffe&ion to the court 
— His fine perfon, his elegant man- 
ners, his enlarged underftanding, had 
gained him the particular approba- 
tion of their majefties, who refolved 
to receive him into their more imme- 
diate patronage — he was offered a. 
very honourable and lucrative poft 
in the queen's houfehold. Butv 
ftrange to tell! he refufed the offer, 
nor could all my endeavours prevail 
upon him to accept it. The fecond 
fymptom of difaffe&ion was his pa<- 
tronage of the difloyal member of the 
parliament of Paris, 1)' Andre. He 
would not ufe his intereft with him 
to procure his fupport to our caufe j 
nay, he even threatened him with the 
lofs of his friendfhip, if he did not 
continue firm to that mode of con- 
duit 
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dud which he had thought proper 
to adopt* The other fymptom 
his myfterious condudi with refpedfc 
to the enfuing aflembly of the ftates- 
general. I have informed him, that,, 
as one of the noblefle, it is expe&ed. 
that he fhall fupport the meafures 
of the court. He replied, that he wa& 
as yet undetermined — that he fhould 
confiider ferioufly the defigns of the 
court — and, if they appeared to be 
conducive to the national welfare,, 
would fupport them. If they were 
conducive to- the national welfare ! 
The rebellious boy ! — Is he not bound 
to obey the commands of a parent, 
who, experienced in the ways of 
courts, muftknow how far the people 
ought to be confidered, and to what 
length their privileges ought to ex- 
tend? 
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tend ? He ought to obey — he (hair, 
or that diftin£tion which has hitherto 
been laviftied on him fliall be con- 
ferred upon obje&s more deferving. 
Such is my determination. 

Vermandois. 



LETTER XIV. 

Monf. U Andre to the Count de 
Be/leface. 

Y^OUR imagination perhaps has 
led you to the fpot in which I am 
confined. It was eafy to forefee the 
confequences of your father's difplea- 
fure, and it was not difficult to find* 
" in fome corner of my foul/' fuffi- 
cient fortitude to endure the effedts 
ofiu 

— tenacen* 
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— tenacem propofiti virum 
Non vultus inftantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida, neque Auftcr 
Dux inquieti turbidus Hadriae, 
Nec fulminantis magna manus Jovis ; 
Si fra£tus illabatur orbis 
Impavidura ferient minx. 

The hell-hounds of (what is called) 
juftice entered my apartments in the 
dead of night — they fecured my pa- 
pers and feized me. It was perfectly 
unneceflary to afe whither they 
were about to confign me— I was not 
to be informed for the firft time that 
there was fuch a place as the Baftille 
— To that concentration of horrors 
did they convey me. The wretch 
who fuffers in an inglorious caufe 
might have been appalled by the ce- 
remonies of inauguration— they could 

not 
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not deprefs the energy and fortitude 
of one facrificed at the flirine of Li- 
berty. Through a long paflage, dark, 
gloomy, and damp, did my conduc- 
tors lead me with bayonets pointed 
towards me to a large hall, at the 
upper end of which fat three judges, 
the Minos, iEacus and Rhadaman- 
thus of this earthly helL Having 
ordered my pockets to be emptied of 
their contents, they demanded of me 
if I would confefs — I replied, to their 
aftonifhment, affirmatively. I thea 
confeflfed to them that I had been a 
member of the parliament of Paris; 
that in that chara&er I had oppofed 
the regiftering of an edift which ap- 
peared to me to be tyrannical, oppref- 
five, and calculated to increafe the 
burthens of the people ; that I had 

con- 
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continued firm in my oppofition, and 
bad thereby incurred the difpleafure 
of the court ; that the court, unable 
to combat me with reafon and argu- 
meat, dire&ed againft me the arm of 
power, ever ready to fupport the 
caufe of ignorance and injuftice. The 
judges looked aftounded: neverthclefs 
they were forced to take down my 
confeffion verbatim^ in order that it 
might be tranfmitted to the ruling 
powers. After the ceremony of re- 
cording my name, my offence, and my 
confeffion, was at an end, a fignal waa 
made to one of the gaolers, who bade 
me follow him — He led me through 
" fearful labyrinths and winding 
paths" to the top of one of the towers, 
and opening a fmall dark room in- 
formed me that that was the place of 

my 
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my confinement ; and Quitting the 
door, which he double locked, left me; 
I will not avail myfelf of a ridiculous 
affe&ation of patriotifm, and fay that 
I felt no painful fenfations in this 
manfion of horror — No — every fibre 
of my heart vibrated to the rude 
touch of adverfity, and I threw my- 
felf on the ground in an agony of de- 
fpair. But it is not in the nature of 
violent fenfations to continue for any 
length of time. After a certain pe- 
riod I threw off the yoke of defpair, 
and ventured even to indulge a de* 
gree of hope. The ftern gaoler, who 
brings me provifions, and who is 
touched with my condition, has fur- 
niihed me with the means of writing 
to you, and he even declares that he 
will convey this to your hands — You 

will 
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will therefore be informed of my 
condition, and of the fituation of my 
mind, I know that you will repro- 
bate your father's condud — but be- 
ware, Belleface, how you adt on the 
occafion, and 

howfoever thou purfu'ft this act, 

Taint not thy mind, nor let thy foul contrive 
Againft thy parent aught \ leave him to Heaven, 
And to thofe thorns that in his bofoin lodge 
To goad and fting him*— 

What I would fay to another part of 
pour family, you will readily judge, 
[ would write to her, were 1 not afraid 
:>f opening thofe wounds which may 
ha ve begun to heal. Adieu, Belleface ! 
continue to be my friend, and know 
that the horrors of the Baftille have 

not 



5 
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not been able " to (hake the fettled 
purpofe of my foul/* 

D'Andre. 



LETTER XV. 

¥he Belle/ace to Julia de * 

Narbonne. 

The conflict is over, Julia — and I 
no longer hefitate — Shall I confefs to 
you what this conflict has been,*nd 
what the vidtory ? That I do love 
you, 1 will not fuppofe that you dif- 
bt-icvc — Extreme however as my 
afi .x { i jn is, my mind has not till this 
ii >cKUd what mode of condu& 
i . a*: to |mrfue# . Oh, what muft 

be 



r 
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be the force of prejudices, when even 
thofe who defpife them cannot en- 
tirely avoid their blading effeft ! — 
It was the will of Heaven that I fliould 
belong to that order of beings called 
the noblefle of France. There are 
certain cuftoms attached to this order, 
which from immemorial time have 
acquired the force almoft of obliga- 
tions on the condu<3: of thofe who 
form a part of it. For your infor- 
mation, not for your amufement, I 
fend you a fliort account of what 
they are. 

A noble, as foon as he enters the 
world, is attended by perfons whofe 
,fole occupation it is to alienate his 
mind from all who are not compo- 
nent parts of that fyftem to which he 
belongs — Every generous principle 



72 THE EMIGRANTS : 

of his heart is endeavoured to be 
ftifled, at lead forbidden to be ex- 
erted but in a particular manner — 
He muft not form a friendfhip — 
he muft not fix his affe&ions beyond 
the circle of nobility — he muft fmile 
upon the great — fawn upon and flat- 
ter his fuperiors — afFe£t the manners 
of a demi-god to his inferiors — and,, 
in fhort, ad on all occafioas like the 
mechanical movements of a clock. — 
With'refped to intelle&ual powers, 
fufEcient care is taken that he fhali 
not poflefs them, becaufe they might 
lead him to an examination of the 
merits of fuch a fyftem. — Such are 
the noblefle of France — They are 
upon the focial body what fungous 
excrefcences are upon the natural — 
they are nouriflied by the moft health- 
ful 



tal juices of the body, without at the 
kme time affording any beneficial 
return* I believe, Julia, you will do 
ae the juftice to foppofe that fuch 
ttles and regulations were not likely 
Captivate my mind, or to direct 
ay condud — I defpifed them, and 
lave always exprefied my contempt, 
hit (hall I acknowledge that it is 
rith fome difficulty that I have ef- 
aped from the power of one preju- 
iicc ? — I loved you, I wiflied to offer 
my hand — inftantly every dirty 
frinciple of pride, of rank, of birth, 
f fortune, entered my imagination, 
nd produced a fenfible effect. I op- ' 
lofed the powers of reafon, of philo- 
bphy , to them, but for a fliort time 
a vain : at length I have gained a 
pmplcte victory ; and now, my be- 
Vol. L E loved 
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loved Julia, I throw myfelf at your 
feet, entreating you to accept my 
liand, my hefcrt, my Kfe, my fouL 
Reject me not for the ftruggles 1 
have maintained, and arf&re yourfelf 
that the operation of fuch fenfations 
as I have recently experienced is at 
-an end, and for ever. Julia, I await 
your anfwer with infinite impatience. 

Bellesace. 



LETTER XVi ; 

Julia de Narhnne to the Count it 
Bellefacc. 

"Yo.U have obtained a vi&ory, 
Belleface — / have obtained 1 one alfe 
—Yours was a conqueft over preju- 
dice? j 

i 
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*iice ; mine, I blufh not to confefs it, 
was a conqueft over inclination. Per- 
likps, Belleface, you may' think that 
I arfi trifling with you— that I am 
fnakingtttfe of fentiments which are 
iot eyentyally to influence my con* 
du&* Ahi be aflurcd that you are 
miftaken i I form no refolution with 
precipitation — I confider well — I en- 
deavour to forefee all the confe-' 
quencds' that will reluk from it — and 
if I- determine td adopt it, no human' 
power can make me fwerve from it* 
Thia exordium feems to be a necek 
iarjr ihtrodudion to that which is to* 
follow. You tell me, that it was your 
lot to be-borti a member of that order 
of beings, calledtlie noblefle of Frahce ; 
tbatto that order certain cuftoms are 
^tt^hed which v by immemorial time*- 
; — E 2 have 
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have acquired the force of obligations* 
You then enumerate thefe cuftoms, 
indulging at the fame time all that ia- 
ve&ive which they appear to you to 
deferve. Bat why, Belleface, if they 
really are fo contemptible, why did 
they pofTefs the flighted power over 
you ? — Why did you find it impofli- 
ble .> conquer them but with the 
perfevering affiftance of reafon and 
philofophy ? Ah ! ought not this to 
convince me that they are not to ab- 
£urd as you would wi£h me to fuppofe 
them ? But I will wave all difcuffion 
of this part of your letter, and I will 
confine my attention folely to your 
generous propofal. Belleface, 1 biufh 
not to avow my affedtion for you — 
it is interwoven with my exiftence — 
it sonftitutes the chief felicity of my 

life; 
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Kfe } but I will never fuffer that affec- 
tion to be attended with an operation 
injurious to the obje£ of it. — No— 
3 rejeft you — I accede not to your 
propofals— I will not become your 
wife. You are the heir of, what is 
deemed moft honourable, a title 
transmitted through a long line of if- 
hiftrious anceftors — In you the hopes 
of the family are centred — by you 
they expedt that the luftre of the 
name of Vermantfois fliall be pre- 
ferred — The ambition of the Count 
your father is not unknown to you— 
how would his wiflies be bfafted 
if you were to take the humble^fulia 
de Narbonne to your arms ! — No — 
it fhall not be. Your father received 
me into his prote&ion an orphan, 
poor, friendlefs, and wretched — He 
E>3 has 
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has been a parent to me indeed — 
Ought I then, in return for the. obli- 
gation, to difappoint the fondeft 
wifhes of his heart I — Ought I to re- 
ward hi& care of me by infufiag into 
his bofon> that corjpfiye -drajaghfc 
which is drawn from the ^lepabic of 
defpair? — Never. Hear me* Belter 
face, without paffion, without anger*, 
without difpjeafure — Be aflured thajt 
I love you — yes r Heaven knows Jxoqr 
much I love yon— Jt |pve ypu p 
proof o£ it this moment by not fuffpr- 
ing my affection to lead me to di£* 
iio'nojur. , . • , 



LET- 
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LETTER XV1L 

3P25r Count de Belief ace to Julia de 
Narbonne. 

^YoU rcjeft me, Julia — yeu refufe 
to accede to my prqpofals — you caft 
me from your arms for ever. — • 
Is this well fcr-Ia this kind ? — You 
tlev^te me to rapture by a eonfeffion- 
moil enchanting, and then deprefe 
me into defpair by informing me 
&at that confeffion will be of no avait 
by determining never, to be mine.r 
Corner my Julia, let us argue, the fub- 
je& coolly and calmly. From you I 
expe& no prejudices— from you I 
E^ expert 
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expetl no obftinate perfeverancc in 
error. My father injured yours — 
he endeavours to atone for his error 
by extending his prote&ion to you — 
This is a mere act of juftice — the 
iimple performance, on his part, of a 
moral obligation. Tou would not 
fill his botom with anguifh by ac* 
ceding to my propofal, and yet you 
can overw helm me with defpair by 
your refulal — you can confign me to 
the arms of another with frigid tran- 
quillity, and for what ? That you may 
act :u conformity to the will of a fa- 
ther — a will that cannot be founded 
ia rca&*\ — that cannot hare for its 
aim the happincis of his fbn y be- 
cauie that ton i& not at aS corifuked 
on the ecca£o4W Betwk$> do you ac- 
knoxtkv%e the {vfittca* that in lb 
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momentous' an event, thofe whom it 
is immediately to affedt are to be 
guided by ail illufive principle of gra- 
titude which, if you obey, will in- 
volve in ruin and defpair the unfor- 
tunate 

Bellesace ? 



LETTER XVIIL 

Julia de Narbonne to the Count dc 
Belle/ace. 

'YoU fay right, Belleface — I an* 
not obftinate in prejudice, I am not 
perfevering in error, I am to be 
convinced at all times by truth— by* 
* ■ " E 5 fophiftry 
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fophiftry never — On you the impu- 
tation of adopting, falfe principle^ 
mull fall> not on me*. The Count d$ 
Vermandois injured my fatber-r— h< 
has, he does amply atone for it : but 
even if it fhould be (which I deny) 
the fimple performance of a mora! 
obligation, does not that obligation at- 
lach to me the duty of making myfelf 
worthy of receiving it ? Ah ! Belle- 
face, are you not convinced of the 
weight of this argument? Dp you 
not feel all its force? But let us not 
iubje£ ourfelves to thefe agitations — 
you mull write to me no more. • Be 
convinced of my unalterable affec- 
tion, but be alfo convinced that we 
can never, oh never, be united! 

Julia de Narbonne. 

LET- 
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LITTER XIX. 

2Lloifc. de Vermandoh to the Count dr 
Fcrmandojto 

My father^ ypu have, driven me 
from yourprefence, and have thereby 
filled my heart with unutterable an- 
guiftw I cannot bear your difplea- 
fiire, it corrodes my heart, and can- 
kers every fibre of my frame. V 
thought I had a&ed right in refuting^ 
to intercede with Monf. D'Andr6— 
Perhaps I wasmiftalcen^-perhaps I did 
wrong in refufing to accede to the 
commands of a parent ; even though 
they might qot be entirely accordant 
"with my own feelings, I am willing 
E$ to 



i 
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to believe that I did — and now, oh 
my father ! as I bow to your will, I 
truft that you will no longer immure 
in a convent 

Your repentant and dutiful 
Eloise de Vermandois. 



LETTER XX. 

The Count de Vermandois to Eloife 
de, Vermandois. 

Eloisk you have certainly me* 
rited my difpleafure by your obftinate 
refufal to obey my commands j but 
you were guided by a difobedient 
brother, who is unworthy of my af- 
fection, 
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fe&ion, and therefore I forgive you 
*— Beware, however, that you offend 
not again- — know, that if ever yon 
adopt a fimilar difobedience, I cad 
you from my heart and from my 
protection for ever. 

De Vermandois. 



LETTER XXL 

¥he Count de Vermandois to the Mar* 
quis de St. Sulpice. 

The ftates-general were convoked 
yefterday — In purfuance of that plan 
which was determined by the court, 
peculiar honours were fliewn to the 

nobleffe 
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nobleflb abet okrgy, while the tier* 
«tat were fuffered to talie thctr feat* 
without diftin<3iop y and on die part 
of his toajefty 'without notice The 
«oimfter Ntecker^ who had been to* 
called* then began hbfpeech— It wa#* 
heard with frigid indifference and 1 
with a fixed filenee-^-not one ap- 
plauded. The demands made for 
the Crown were not, as ufual, imme- 
diately acceded to j and though they 
were not absolutely rejected, yet fome: 
memberswifh edto adjourn theftates- 
general to a future day, in order that 
every one might come prepared. — 
Prepared ? — The difobedient ! — what 
preparation is neceffary when the 
king commands ? My fon Belleface, 
who fat at fomc diftance from me, 
had hitherto prcferved a folema 

filence; 



fit*m? :, fit, qnyt, fcoweyer, J fan* 
hm W wUifperjng' Mittr 
beap.' N^ct^r had been- fta&qg tfa 

king'js (Jfmaads, ami the difloyalty of 

iipcEietfiately de- 
jBandcd why the* fta£es-general wer$ 
convoked ?; Every one fe£H*ed aftg* 
nifhed at the qmeftioxi— Necker, wit^ 
a contemptuous fmile, replied, For the 
purppfe of taking the fituatiori of the 
kingdom iftto confideration. " Does 
the rainift?r make fugh q confeflion?" 
continued Belleface. u Let us hear 
no more then of the neceffity of com- 
pliance, or the. difloyalty of a refufel* 
N Harflx and cruel words ! — Are- we 
flaves ? If we are, tell us fo, and we 
fhall know that obedience is our 
$uty : if wq are not, if we are men, 
,. j our 
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our conduft ought to be regulated 
alone by reafon. To whom does the 
kingdom belong? — To the king? 
No — (rebellious boy !) It belongs 
to the people, for one man could 
never be in a condition to fubjc& by 
his Angle force a whole nation.-<— To 
alTert, therefore, that all power pro- 
ceeds from him, Would be as abfurd 
as to fay that the greateft poflible mo- 
mentum of force is governed by the 
fmalleft. I am of opinion that fufii- 
cient time fhould be allowed for 
weighing maturely the fpeech of the 
minifter." Such was the fpeech, as 
nearly as I can recoiled, of my dik 
loyal fon. Judge of my aftonifhment 
and rage — the nobleffe and clergy 
heard it with filence — the difcon- 
tented tiers £tat received it with 

Shouts 
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ftiouts of acclamation. To put an 
end to the painful narratiori,the ftates- 
general adjourned to the next day 
without coming to any decifion. As 
Ibon a* the adjournment took place, 
J repaired, in company with Nccker, 
to their majefties. My fon's conduit 
bad created univerfal indignation ; 
and a lettre de cachet would have 
been iflued to apprehend him, had I 
not reprefented the odium that would 
attach itfelf to me in confequence of 
fuch a meafure. How to ad in this 
dilemma I know not — My fon's abo- 
miftable political fentiments arc fb 
deeply rooted in his heart, that na 
commands of mine pofleis the flighteft 
degree of power. He tells me of pa-* 
ramount obligations, and, finally, al- 
ways declares that he will think, and 

aft 
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adt for himfelf. Thus fituated, I al» 
mod began to envy you, and to. 
think that iri retirement I fliould have- 
found more real pleafure than I have 
experienced in the circle of a court* 
and in the fmiles of my graciou* 
fbvereign, 

DE VeRMANI>OJ*V 



LETTER. XXII. 
The Count de.Belleface to Mbnf. Balfort* 

4- OXJ cannot be ignorant of the 
coRVpcatipfl of the .ftafes-general^ 
With all the pomp and circumftanc© 
*eceOary to ioauence weak xnind&f 

the 
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the noblefle marched in proud pro- 
ceffioo and in gorgeous apparel to the 
falooa of Apollo — The clergy, who 
followed the noblefle, not imitating: 
the raeekneft and humility of the dif- 
ciple* of Chrift, were habited in ricfe 
apparel, and took their feats, after 
cpartaking of t}ie fmiles of ihajefty in 
ad equal degree with the nobility — 
The tiers etat ciofed the proceflion* 
plainly, but decently attirecL — Little: 
noticed iby t&e king, their coUnte- 
aahces wetfe $r^ve; they feemed 
f foWyTeofibie of the indifference with 
•Rhicfy' they had been received, ah# 
,of :tbe iufult ioflered to them j but 
theirlgraJvity was not tthe effe£t of¥cu> 
iijjU&e ttegrefiibd; or of hope fubdu4d : 
^fojemn though they appeared, their 
iblcmnifiy waa&u^edwU^ 

* and 
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and they could have repeated the 
u jHft um ac tenacem propofitr virum." 
of Horace with infinite propriety.— - 
The chilling indifference with which 
Necker's addrefs was received, and 
the confequent difappointmeat of the 
courts I ihall not dilate upon — The 
infults, the often repeated ihfiilts, 
offered to the members of the tier* 
etat funk deep into their minds— 
They knew that the anxious hearts 
of the nation repofed on them for 
eomfort and relief, and they refolved 
to a£t accordingly — They feceded(oh # < 
glorious and immortal event !) -they 
feceded from the nobiefle and clergy, 
and refolved to a£t and think for 
themfelves* Need I tell you that I 
immediatelyjoined them? — Yes, I did 
join them, and we tranfmitted a pro- 

pofal 
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pofal to the two other eftates to unite 
with us — The propofal,as might have 
been expe&ed, was rejected with diC- 
dain. We knew that it would be fo ; 
but it was a formality neceflarily pre- 
liminary to the conduct we meant to 
purfue. 

A few days after we were informed 
of the rejection of our propofal, we 
changed our appellation ; and thetiera 
6tat no longer, we have called our- 
felves the national aflcmbly. I need 
not tell you that our condu& has en- 
* raged the minions of the court to a 
degree of phrenfy. — Long ere this 
fiiould we "have felt the effedts of 
their difpleafure : but they know that 
we have the hearts of the nation with 
tro; and this confideration makes their 
*rm$ " fell palfied by their fides."— 

Balfore, 
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Balfore, the hour of deliverance is 
now alrnoft arrived — the perfpe&ive 
of the temple of Liberty is opened to 
<jut view, and few barriers oppofe 
our march to it. Advance thenj my 
countrymen, with hearts influenced 
by one fentiment I — Caft a retrofpeo 
five eye on what yoa have been for 
fourteen hundred years!— ^recolleft 
that your libertiesand lives have beea 
offered up to power and injuftice— * 
view your uncultured grounds, and 
inow that it is not nature that has 
made them ^barren— they have beea 
cankered by the blood of vidims as 
innumerable : alovqft as the ' ( motes 
that people the fun's beams/ 1 The 
wrongs of fourteen centuries call 
upon yqu for.revengp— reafon, phi* 
loffiphy ai*d >Qo4 figfet on : your fid? 

— pre- 
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—prejudice, ignorance and the devil 
-are your adverfaries — they retreat, 
they fhrink appalled from your at- 
'tacks. — Advance, and the vidtory is 
jrours. 

Belles ace* 



LETTER XXIII. 

Monf. p* Andre id ihe Couttl & 
Beftefoce. 

i 

I HAVE been deceived— it Is th<t 
cruel policy of the Baftille to plunge 
the unhappy prifoners into a certain 
degree of fecurity for the purpofe of 

inducing 
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inducing them to betray themfel ves — . 
I was allowed materials for writing, 
and my gaoler feemed to pity my fitu- 
ation. — Alas! Belleface, he only 
feemed to pity me. 

My letter to you, which he fwore 
to convey to your own hands, was 
carried to M. de Launay the gover- 
nor, and made an article of accufation 
againft me. The treachery was un- 
expected j and when the letter was 
fhewn me I made an involuntary 
(hurt, which was immediately con- 
{trued into the confcioufnefs of guilt* 
It was infilled that I had not made a 
full confeffion of my crimes ; and in 
order to draw a further avowal, the 
rack was ihewn me. Much as I 
confefs this diabolical engine appalled 

me, 
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me, yet I was prepared to fuffer the 
extremeft torture rather than degrade 
my felf by falfehood. The minifters 
of cruelty proceeded to bind me ; I 
expeded every moment the order for 
turning the wheel, when the judges 
commanded the hell-hounds to un- 
bind me, and remanded me to my 
prifon. The materials for writing 
have not been taken away, and I fuf- 
ped that they have been left for the 
mod linifter purpofes. I have not 
the fmalleft expedition that this let- 
ter will ever reach you ; but I write in 
order to turn afide, in a flight degree, 
the current of mifery that flows into 
my bofom. Oh Belleface, thus are 
all my profpeds blafted ! Expanded 
indeed was the horizon that prefented 
Ufelf to my view at my entrance 
Vol. I. F into 
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into life — Now — but the comparifon 
drives me almoft to madnefs. 

Henry D\Andre. 



LETTER XXIV. 

The Count de Vermandois to the Mar* 
quis de St. Sulpice. 

I AM at length determined ; and as 
my fon has fcorned every command 
of mine, fo will I make him feel that 
that fcorn fliall not be exerted with 
impunity* My friend, he has fup- 
ported the tiers etat in their difloy- 
alty ; has not only fupported them, 
but has been the principal caufe of 

their. 
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their feceding from the two other 
orders. They have taken the ap- 
pellation of the National Aflembly, 
and declare that their intention is to 
reform the abufes that have crept into 
the government This declaration 
they have thought neceflary 

To face the garment of rebellion 
With fome fine colour, that may pleafe th€ 
eye 

Of fickle changelings and poor difcontents, 
Who gape and rub the elbow at the news 

Of hurly burly innovation 

And never yet did infurreftion want 
Such water colour to impaint his caufe* 

The people, ever pleafed with no-* 
velty, fupport the tiers etat 4 and the 
conftitution of France totters on the 
brink of deftru&ion— Of this my 
F 2 foa's 



IOO THE EMIGRANTS : 

fon's difobedience a merited reward 
fhall be the <:onfequence. 

Vermandois. 



LETTER XXV. 

jfulia de Narbonne to Eloife de St. Clair. 

Is there any event that can cut in 
twain the chord of paternal affe&ion ? 
I anyfure that you will fay No. Hear 
me, and then determine — I have often 
told you that the domeftic quarrels in 
the houfe of Vermandois proceeded 
from a difference of political fenti- 
ments, . The Count, haughty and 
proud, brooks not thofe ideas of li- 
berty 
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berty that have acquired fo rapidly 
a wide-fpread dominion — he knows 
that his anceftors and himfelf have 
been exalted by honours and riches 
above the great mafs of the people, 
but he mounts to no general princi- 
ples — he will not acknowledge that 
all men were created by nature equal 
in refpe£t of their rights. This po- 
fition, on the contrary, receives the 
entire approbation of the Count de 
Belleface, and hence rcfults the do- 
meftic difcontent. The breach, how* 
ever, was not very wide as long as 
the Count forbore to reduce his 
theory to pradtice. Its width was 
almoft infinite as foon as the latter, 
openly fupported the tiers etat, and 
feceded from the orders of the nobi- 
lity and clergy— For fome reafon, 
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which I did not comprehend, the 
Countefs remained in her room all 
yefterday morning — accefs to her 
was denied to every one, even to her 
daughter. After a dinner pafled in 
fullen filence, the Count fixed his 
eyes with anger on Befleface, and 
fpoke thus — " I have fomething, fir, 
of importance to fay to you" — Eloife, 
Monfieur de Vermandois and myfel£ 
immediately rofe to withdraw— " Let 
no one ftir" — We returned to our 
feats. " I will not, fir, recapitulate 
the fyftematic manner in which you 
have difobeyed my commands, and 
difperfed my wifhes " to all the winds 
of heaven' '—I entreated you to ac- 
cept the offer made you by her ma- 
jefty — you refufed. I defirefd you 
to fupport the CQurt — you difobeyed 

roc 
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me. You even openly reprobated 
the plans adopted by his majefty's 
prime minifter. The tiers etat grew 
difcontented : you adminiftered food 
to tbatdifcontent j they feceded from 
the nobility and clergy ; you joined 
them. Thefe are the proofs you 
have afforded me of your fenfe of 
filial obedience, arid of your perform- 
ance of filial duties." " Will it 
pleafe you, fir," exclaimed Belleface 
with much agitation, " to hear me ?" 
* u I will not be interrupted, fir." — 
TheCount proceeded — "Your difloy*- 
alty and difobedienqe have, Heaven 
knows how unwillingly ! forced me 
to the following confeffion : — You 
are NOT the fon of the Gountefs de 
Vermandois." Belleface ftarted from 
his chair, pale with horror, and trem- 
F 4 bling 
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bling with apprehenfion. 4< Not — 
not the fon of the Countefs de Ver- 
mandois ?" M No, fir, not the fon of 
the Countefs de Vermandois — My 
fon you are, but illegitimately born." 
<c And my mother, iir !" trcmuloufly 
exclaimed the wretched Belleface — 
44 Is numbered with the dead." Belle- 
face returned to his feat, and fup- 
ported his head with his hand. 44 1 
have hitherto educated you as my 
lawful fon, and I meant that the fe- 
cret of your baftardy (hould never 
have puffed my lips. Though the 
law had placed a gulf between you 
and my titles and eftates, yet nature 
pleaded as forcibly for you as for my 
legitimate fon : to thofe titles and 
eftates therefore you would have fuo* 
teeded, had not your conduit altered 

my 
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my refolution, and forced me to de- 
clare your real coridition. This houfe 
is your afylumno longer — In this 
pocket-book is fomething that will 
preferve you from want, though I fear 
not from, diflionour. Monfieur de 
Vermandois x you will affume the title 
of Count de Belleface. — Your name,* 
addreffing him to Belleface, " is St; 
Felice." The filence of a few mo- 
ments fucceeded this dreadful infor- 
mation — Eloife had wept from the 
beginning— Monfieur de Verman- 
dois faid nothing, and feemed to feel 
nothing — Belleface (for ftill muft I 
give him that appellation) hid his 
face in his hands — At length, dafli- 
ing the indignant tear from his eyes, 
he rofe, and with a manly energy of 
tone thus addrefTed his. father : "The 
F 5 atten- 
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attention of a few moments* fir, is 
the laft requeft I have to make before 
I leave you for ever. Strange as my 
conduct may have appeared to you, 
it has not proceeded from any fenfe of 
filial duty fupprefled, or from any 
fprgetfulnefs of filial obligations — 
When I entered into public life, the 
performance of certain public duties 
was attached to me — one of thofe 
duties was to endeavour the public 
happinefs— to this goal it happened 
unfortunately that you and I chofe 
different roads : that you have pur- 
fued the wrong path, I will not, dare 
not fay— I only think it neceflary to 
affirm, that the path I have purfued 
appears to me to be the right one— 
that it is inconteftably the right one 
I am not hardy enough to affert, be- 

caufe 
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eaufel know that human judgment is 
weak, and human underftanding im* 
perfect — Such arc the reafons that 
have a&uated me. The lofs of my 
title is a matter of not much regret 
— the- lofs of your affe&ion indeed 
fits heavy on my heart — I intrude 
no longer— May the God of us all 
beftow the bleffings of health and 
happinefs on you and the Countefs 
whom I once called my mother 
Belleface's voice began to falter — 
41 To you, fir, may the title of 
Count de Belleface produce love of 
relations, affedtion of friends, and 
eftimation from the whole world ! — 
On you, Eloife, may the bleffings of 
the poor and the diftrefTed be poured 
inceflant! — and, oh! while you alle- 
viate the miferies of others, may you- 
F 6 never 
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LET T E R XXVII. 

M. de St. Felice to Julia de Nar bonne. 

My Julia has a&ed in a manner 
worthy of herfelf. She has convin- 
ced me that a reverfe of fituation has 
produced no change in her fenti- 
ments — it is time therefore that I 
fliould convince her that in no fitua- 
tion is Belleface, I had forgot myfelf 
a moment, is St. Felice capable of i 
a&ing with difhonour. Three Aijpir 
have not elapfed fince you faw me in 
poffeffion of a title, and in expecta- 
tion of a large fortune. The pof- 
feffion of the firft I never valued— 
I have always conceived that a title 

brought 
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r ought noacceflion of worth to a vir- 
*ous man, and ferved only to render 
L Cc more confpicuoufly infamous.—" 
lie pofleffion of wealth I did value, 
I Talued it becaufe it afforded me 
means of refcuing the opprefled 
^cm the ftng of the oppreffor, of 
r Sieving merit mourning in the vale 
&f obfcurity, and of patronizing thofe 
Vhofe fkili in the arts and fciences 
tended to improve the mind* and 
enlarge the happinefs of mankind* 
Of the fiifi I am deprived — The de- 
privation would give me nopain* were 
it not accompanied with the lofs of 
the laft. — Julia, you view me now an 
orphan and an outcaft. • 

The world. lies all before, where to choofe 
My place of reft, and Provider* my guide. 



6 Orphan 
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Orphan and outcaft however as 
am, I feel one fweet confolation* th« 
effe£t of an innate fenfe of re£titude_ 
I think I have a&ed right, and that 
thought fits my foul to endure the 
bleakeft blafts that can howl from the 
cave of adverfity. In the day of 
my profperity I folicited an union 
with you — 1 truft; you will do me 
_ the juftice to believe that I am inca* 
pable of infincerity — but it is now 
the day of my adverfity — Shall I 
then make my Julia the partaker of 
it ? — Shall I pale that face on which 
I would fee the rofes bloom for ever? 
Oh* no! no!— as long as/ adverfity 
holds the bitter chalice to my lips 
alone, I can drink the draught with 
fortitude — but could I fee my Julia 
forced to fhare it with me — impoffi- 

ble— 
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ble- — Penury, diftrefs, difappoint- 
ment, and even defpair, I can endure 
alone — a partner in it I cannot en- 
dure. — Situated as I am, I refufe 
you, and, oh ! Heaven knows what 
pangs I fuffer from the refufal ; 
but it is a neceflary facrifice to my 
fenfe of duty, and I muft make it. 
Should the profpe£t change, (hould 
the barren heath vanifti from my 
fight, and give place to one more 
cheering and more comforting, with 
tranfport would I invite my Julia to 
wander over it with me — Till that 
period arrive, an impaflable gulf 
muft feparate us. Adieu, beft be- 
loved of my heart, adieu !— Suffer 
no fenfations of anger againft me to 
take poflefTion of your breaft, but 
know, that next to God and my ho- 
nour 
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nour, my Julia is the cleared objefk 
of my afFe&ions. 

Henry de St. Felice. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Julia de Narbome to M* de SU.Fclicc. 

A H, St. Felice ! what a philofo 
pher in love you are ! You would 
alone unite yourfelf to me, when 
title and fortune placed you on fuch 
an eminence above me — now when 
move in the fame plain, you re- 
fufe me. Is this kind, or is it even 
fair? — Is it not faying that I am 
only the fit companion of profperity, 

that 
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that I am unable to endure adver- 
fity ? — For Heaven's fake, St. Felice, 
what is your definition of the word 
love ?— Were I afked for one, I 
ihould fay, that it is a principle im- 
pelling us to feek always the happi- 
nefs of the objed on which it is fixed, 
to endure every thing with cheerful- 
nefs for that objeft, to fcorn danger, 
to fmile at difficulty, and to bear the 
keeneft tempefts of adverfe fortune 
with refignation and with fortitude, 
—-Know me well, St, Felice, I had 
rather be the partaker of your ad- 
verfity than your profperity — Suffer 
me to prove the force of my affe&ioq; 
by fharing your forrows, by divid- 
ing your affli&ions.— It requires na 
fortitude to tread the flowcr-ftrewed 
path of profperity— Were I to par-. 

take 
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take only your pleafures, you could 
never be aflured of my affe&ion.— It 
can only be demonftrated by the uo- 
repining patience with which I will 
partake your woes. — Ah, St. Felice* 
again I tell you that you are a philo- 
sopher in love. — Let me not fuppofe 
that you can philofophize too much 
on that paflion. 

Julia de Narbonne. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Tfhc Count de Vtrmandoh to the Mar quit 
de St. Sufpice. 

My fon has received the merited 
reward of his conduft— The obfti* 

nacy 
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iacy of \htfoi~difjnte National Aflem- 
Jy has not been diminifhed in the 
oialleft degree* and this obftinacy 
attribute; to the fupport of the 
; fwinifh multitude,' ' who, ever 
ond of novelty, never fail to give 
heir countenance to fchemes that 
end to bring old eftabliftied forms 
nd cuftoms into difrepute.— The 
ourt, in pity to the people, have hi- 
herto forborne to take any harfh 
neafures. It has been fuppofed, that 
h s it is the nature of all violent emo- 
ions to be of fliort duration, this 
ury of the populace would fubfide, 
tnd wonted order be rt ftored. Infi- 
litely have they who have entertain- 
ed fuch fuppofitions been difappoint- 
zd.- — It is now become obligatory on 
:he Court to- adopt meafures more 

vigorous. 
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duct cf the Count de Vermandoisj 
with refpeck to his daughter Eloife. 
Upon her refuial to comply with his 
commands, fhe was immediately car- 
ried to the convent de St. Antoine, 
where fhe remained fome time. The 
chara&eriltic features of EloiiVs mind 

are timidity and foftncfs. The 

gloom of a convent, the indiicrimi- 
nate anathemas fulminated purpofely 
by the abbefs againft filial difebedi- 
ence, could not but produce a fenfi- 
ble effect upon fuch a mind. — Arm- 
ed by no felf-pofleflion or felf-confi- 
dence, Eloife was not able to repel 
fuch attacks, or to apply to their force 
a counteracting power extra&ed 
from a convidion of the propriety 
of refilling, in certain cafes, the prin- 
ciple of filial obedience : (he there- 
fore 
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fore wrote a penitential letter to her 
father, and avowed herfelf ready to 
accede to any future commands 
which he might deem proper to 
give her. — The confequence of fuch 
a letter was an order for her to re- 
turn to the bofom of her family. — 
The Count, who confiders his chil- 
dren not as means of enlarging his 
happinefs, but of gratifying his am- 
bition—the Count, who has baf- 
tardifed one fon (the amiable Belle- 
face) and driven him from his roof, 
becaufe he would not accede to his 
father's fyftem of politics the 
Count fufFered his daughter to re- 
main peaceful and ferene but a fliort ■ 
feafon. — An intimacy fubfifts be- 
tween him and the Duke de Velore— ^ 
it is but of recent date, but its ftrength 
Vol. I. G apparently 
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apparently is as great as if it had with- 
flood the fhock of years. The Doc 
de Velore has one fon who bears the 
title of Due de St, Fcnaon — to ce- 
ment the intimacy between the head* 
of the two houfes, the ion of the 
one and the daughter of the other 
are to be united. 

Already have the intentions of the 
parents been communicated to the 
children.— The Due de St. Fermon, 
a lively ignorant youth of twenty* 
two, acceded immediately to his fa- 
ther's wiflies, and in obedience to his 
father's commands declared that he 
would love his intended avec toutela 
force du tnonde. — Eloife, the timid 
Eloife, received the dilclofure in a 
very different manner. — She turned 
pale when her father promulgated 
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his will, and bowed with tears in her 
eyes, unable to make an affirmative 
reply, and afraid to anfwer in the 
negative. As foon as the Count left 
the room, the unhappy girl threw 
herfelf into my arms and wept aloud 
Little indeed was the comfort I was 
enabled to afford her ; for though / 
would never gratify the ambition of 
a parent by the eternal facrifice of my 
happinefs, yet I did not choofe to 
inftil fuch a principle into her mind, 
becaufel was convinced that her heart 
was differently organized from mine. 
— Indeed, notwithftariding her affec- 
tion for the noble and unfortunate 
D* Andre, I am fure that the convic- 
tion of having obeyed her father, 
however wrong his conduct f would 
reconcile her to her union with St. 

G 2 Fermon, 
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F er^cti, in which, rrnrreiy tliciBgh fhe 
jnrgh: experience no tbILi happinefs, 
£be wculd at the fame time feel no 
aerate miiery. 

. The Ccunt, convinced of her fear 
to diibbey him, takes her confect for 
granted, and has informed the Due 
de Velore of her readineis to accept 
his fon. The Due de St. Fermon ac- 
cordingly vifits on the footing of a 
favoured lover, and Eloife is obliged 
to fuffer his difgufting attentions — 
attentions that refemblc the tricks of 
a baboon, and could -only charm were 
they offered by that animal to a fe- 
male of the fame fpecies who was 
the object of his afFe&ions. 

Julia de Narjbonne. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Julia de Narbonne to Eloife de St. 
Clair. 

T H E County dreading perhaps 
fome revulfive operation in the mind 
of Eloife, haftens the preparations for 
the- intended marriage with as much 
fpeed as poffibl'e— Eloife remain puf- 
five. The Countefs de Vermandois 
pines inwardly, *and is for the moll 
part confined to her chamber. The 
Duke de St. Fermon U in afituation 
of conftant a&ivity ; he profefles an 
eternal fidelity to his intended bride, 
and immediately afterwards vows in- 
violable affe&ion for me. — Indeed he 
G 3 had 
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had the effrontery to make a propo- 
fal of a nature not perfectly confift- 
ent with honour to me, which I 
found it neceflary to treat with fome 
degree of afperity — The fly buzzes 
around one for fome time difregard- 
ed and unnoticed — At length how- 
ever one is forced to drive it away, 
not becaufe it is capable of doing 
harm, but becaufe it teafes one by 
its fenfelefs hum. St. Fermon would 
be a complete knave, were he not fo 
great a fool — as it is, however, he 
has no flight tendencies to knavery. 
Eloife, who is net zblt to penetrate 
into his character, has adopted a 
mode of condudt which I cannot but 
think reprehenfible, and of which I 
am juftified in my opinion by the 
confequences. — She conceived that 

St. 
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St. Fcrmon might poflefs fentiments 
of honour congenial with her own: 
fhe therefore opened to him the fitu- 
ation of her heart, aflured him of 
the utter impoflibility of her ever 
loving him, informed him of her 
preclile&ion in favour of D*Andre, 
v and entreated that the refufal of her 
might proceed from him. — St. Fer- 
mon heard this declaration with a 
finite, and, proceeding immediately 
to the Count de Vcrmandois, ac- 
quainted him with the fubftance of 
the cottverfaticm — The Count turn- 
ed pale from an apprehenfion that it 
might alter the determination of the 
Duke — His apprehenfions however 
were foon at an end ; for St. Fermon 
aflured him, that he loved Eloife with 
additional fervor; for to gain her from 
G 4 another 
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another would add brilliancy to his 
conqueft, and eclat to his marriage. 
Thus* my Eloife, you fee all hope is 
at an end. — Eloife, who will exert 
nooppofition to it herfelf, muft unite 
herfelf to St. Eermon, who, after a 
fliort period, will neglect the prize 
he has gained, and 

Throw it like a loathfome weed away. 

The celebration of the marriage it 
fixed for the beginning of the enfu- 
ing week, 

Julia db Narbonhjb. 



LET- 



A GALLIC TALE. I29 



LETTER XXXII. 

Julia de Narbonne to Eloife de St. 
Clair. 

T H E marriage has been cele- 
brated, but it was attended with cir- 
cumftances in their nature very ex- 
traordinary. The pair were to be 
united in the chapel belonging to the 
family. — The moft fplendid decora- 
tions were made, the chapel fuperbly 
ornamented, and brilliantly lighted, 
for I (hould have told you that the ce- 
remony was to be performed at mid- 
night. — Eloife, the weeping, trem- 
bling Eloife, beautifully arrayed, but 
pale with affliction, fupported by me 
G 5 oa 
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on one hand, and another femalfc 
friend on the other, walked to the 
altar, preceded by infants ftrswing 
flowers. — The Countefs followed 
next, the apt personification of Pa* 
tience endeavouring to fmile at Grief 
— feveral females clofed the procef- 
fion — Mufic and a hundred voices 
immediately began an epithalamium 
as we ranged ourfelves on one fide 
the altar. — 'The Duke de St> Fer- 
mon, fmiling at the elegance of his 
drefs and the brilliance of the fcene, _ 
rather than from any fenfations of 
happinefs and fatisfa&ion, headed 
another proceffion. — The Due de 
Velore and the Count de Verman- 
dois followed St. Fermon, fmiling 
with an affettation of gracious con- 
defcenfion — Both parties ranged in 

order 



A GALLIC TALE. I31 

order by the altar, the ceremony 
commenced — In a tremulous and 
fcarcely audible tone of voice, Eloife 
made the proper refponfes — The 
Due de St. Fermon proceeded to take 
the hand of the vi&im offered up to 
him — A noife was heard at the bot- 
tom of the fouth aifle — It increafed, 
and a perfon in a difordered drefs 
ruflied up to the altar, and threw 
St. Fermon three yards from the fpot 
where he was ftandiug — Every one 
was aftonifhed — the prieft paufed, 
and the man cried with a loud voice — • 
" Stop the unhallowed rites Oh f 
God ! I immediately difcovered the 
ftranger to be the late Count de Belle- 
face. — 44 Stop the unhallowed rites ! 
for know, that vows made only by 
the lips, and difowned by the heart, 
G 6 reach 
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reach not the chancel of heaven, 
and are reprobated by the moft high 
God." — The Count de Vermandois, 
difcovering who the perfon was, ad- 
vanced towards him, and enquired 
with a feigned courage and an af- 
fected boldnefs of intonation, how 
he dared interrupt the ceremony — 
" Man ! " exclaimed Belleface, " what 
art thou !" — They called thee once 
my father, but know I furvey thee 
only as the wretched dependant on 
a court, who can facrifice at the 
fhrine of ambition every domeftic 
duty, every parental obligation — 
wife, fon, daughter, friends, every 
thing." 

Eloife, who had been alarmed by 
the interruption, now wore an ap- 
parent degree of fortitude, the effed 

I have 
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I have no doubt of fome menaces 
whifpered in her ear by her father, — 
Belleface, turning to her, enquired 
with deep folemnity of tone, whe- 
ther flie had given her confent to 
the union — She replied with a firmer 
tone than I expe&ed, that flie had.— 
He then demanded of her, whether 
flie wiflied the ceremony to pro-* 
ceed. — To this alfo flie anfwered 
affirmatively — Belleface looked infi- 
nitely aftoniftied — " Indeed !" he 
exclaimed, then I was wrong to in- 
terrupt it. Farewell then, Eloife I 
Be happy if you can, and may the 
remembrance of the imprifoned, per- 
haps murdered D'Andr^ never in- 
tervene to interrupt your felicity 
Having concluded this fpeecfc, 
immediately vaniflied from our 

fight. 
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fight — After a few feconds given to 
aftonifiiment, the prieft was deftrcd 
to go on with the ceremony* Not 
many minutes elapfed before it was 
clofed, and Eknfe configned to 
wretchednefs. 

Julia de Narbonne. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

Mon/l Andre to the Count de 
Belief ace. 

A LONG illncfs has . rendered me 
for a length of time incapable of 
exercifing any faculty with which 
it has pleafed God. to endow me. 
Let tfrofe^ Belleface, who argue in 

favour 



A GALLIC TALE* I35 

favour of a defpotic monarchy, hear 
my narrative, and then let them de- 
fend fuch a fyftem if they can. At 
ter my firft examination before the 
judges of the Baftille, I was fuffer- 
ed to remain not in peace, for peace 
ne'er yet blefled tke dungeons of the 
Baftille, but undifturbed and unmo- 
lefted. A new order however was 
received from the government, 
which commanded the officers to ufe 
me with additional rigour. I had 
formerly been confined in an apart- 
ment on the top of one of the 
towers of the prifon — there I en- 
joyed a tolerable degree of light, and 
fometimes, by (landing near the 
barred window, was enabled to en- 
joy the frefli air — My diet was de- 
cent, though plain — One day, how- 

ever> 
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ever the ftern janitor ordered me to 
follow him without giving any ex- 
planation of the fpot to which he 
was about to carry me — Down a 
winding ftair-cafe he conveyed me 
to a place, which, from the fudden 
dampnefs I felt, I concluded to be 
under ground. Arrived at the bot- 
tom of the ftair-cafe, he flopped, 
and, opening a door, commanded me 
to enter. I knew that refiftance 
would be inefFe&ual, and I obeyed— 
hot, however, without entreating him 
to inform me what was the caufe 
of my removal — Not a word of re? 
ply did I receive. I took poffeflion 
therefore of my new dungeon, in 
total ignorance of the reafon of my 
being conveyed thither. Being un- 
der ground, the floor of my dun- 
geon 
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geon was quite damp, inafmuch 
that I often funk over my feet in 
mud. The only light admitted into 
Jt was from an iron grate at the top, 
through which each day a fcanty 
fupply of bread and water was tranf- 
mitted to me. It is furprifing that 
during my whole confinement I 
have been carefully furniflied with 
pen f ink, and paper. As I begin to 
believe this allowance is made for 
the purpofe of betraying me into 
fome confeflion, I have contrived to 
take a brick out of the wall of my 
cell, behind which I have fecreted 
fome fheets of paper, ink, and pens. 
The remainder I retain on the rude- 
fhaped table in my dungeon, in or- 
der that, fliould my jailor enter my 
prifon, he may find the articles there, 

and 
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and not fufpe& that I have fecreted 
any part. After I had been in this 
gloomy fpot a week, I was ordered 
to the great hall, where I had been 
firft examined. Several queftions 
were fubmitted to me, all tending 
to draw me into a confeffion of atro- 
cious guilt. 1 fteadily replied to all, 
that I fhould make no farther, con- 
feffions, and that 1 had already con- 
fefled as much as I could do if I 
were to remain in the Baftille for 
the. whole period of my natural lift. 
After a fhort debate carried on by 
the Rhadamanthi of this infernal 
.abode in a whifper, a curtain was 
drawn up, and the rack was brought 
forth. Upon that accurfed engine 
I was ftretched, and the execu- 
tioners were ordered to do their 

duty. 
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duty* Inftantly the wheel was put 
in motion, and every joint of my 
body was diflocated. The pain I 
felt was almoft too much for human 
nature to endure — After the paufe of 
a moment, my joints were all re- 
ftored to their proper places with a 
pain as violent as the firft. Unable 
to move — fmarting with anguifh, 
and fupported by two of the execu- 
tioners, I was re-conveyed to my 
dungeon, and. left there without the 
fmalleft remedy being adminiftgred 
to me. — Oh then, my Belleface ! I 
teit the accumulated miferles of my 
fituation in all their horrors-— Men- 
tal and corporeal pain were conjoin* 
ed, and produced an efie& furpafled 
only by that pang which configna 
lis to the regions of eternity. For 

fome 
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fome days I never ftirred from the 
wretched pallet on which I threw 
Jnyfelf, after I had experienced the 
torture of the rack — At length, how- 
ever, I became able to ftand upon 
my legs, and to walk two or three 
fteps: the fir ft alleviation I have 
fought frdm fuch mifery is the re- 
moval of my brick, and the exercife 
fcf my pen. I have not the flighted 
idea that this letter will ever come 
to your hands ; nor indeed would I 
attempt to get it conveyed to you, 
becaufe I am fure it would procure 
Uie additional oppreflion, if perad- 
venture oppreflion has not already 
poured out ail her vengeance on my 
head. When the grating no longer 
affords me any light, I place whit 
I have written during the courfe of 

the 
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the day behind the brick, and re* 
commence my tafk on the enfuing 
day. Oh, my countrymen, how 
have you been infulted and opprefled 
through fo many centuries ! In the 
heart of your country, for your coun- 
try it is, fpite of all that (hallow 
fophifts or puny metaphyficians may 
fay, in the heart of your country 
you have fufFered a manfion to be 
ere&ed for the cruel purpoie of 
imprifoning your fellow-creatures, 
fliould they ever, by their virtues or 
their patriotifm, become obnoxious 
to a corrupt and deteftable court. 
From the midft of you, from your 
arms have you fufFered to be torn 
your beft friends, and to be torn 
from you by a force comparatively 
as unequal to yours as the greateft 

poffible 
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poffible quantum of phyfical force 
is to the fmalleft — Roufe then, my 
countrymen, oh roufe ! Like the 
ftrong man refreflied with wine, get 
up terrible in your ftrength, and ir- 
refiftible in your power. Be ani- 
mated by the recollection^ that it is 
not alone for yourfelves that you 
fight — it is for your pofterity — your 
wives, your children — for the hu- 
man race to all eternity. Go forth, 
and the God of battles muft fight 
on your fide, for it is the fide of 
juftice — Go forth, and remember 
that 

Thrice is he arm'd that hath his quarrel juft, 
And he but naked, tho' lock'd up ia fteel, 
Whole confeience with injuftice is corrupted. 



Go forth, and tell thofe miniftcrs 

of 
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of injuftice and oppreffion, that to 
your fhame yoa have borne too long 
44 the proud man's fcorn, the rkf* 
man s contumely that For teo tta-* 
ny years you have feared : 

The lifted ax, the agonizing wheel, . . r 
Luke's iron crown, andDaraien's bed of ftcel. 

That reftored at length to a prefer 
fenfe of your rights, you have re- 
folved to affert them, and to -break* 
the chains of your oppreffion on thef 
heads of your oppreflbrs. Do thefe 
things, and hiftory Ihall canfign inf 
her page your names to everkJRing! 
glory, — But not alone ihall hiffiray 
ling your praifes — they fhall be felb 
and acknowledged by thofe for 
whom you have pfeferved libertiw 
which your a&ceftd** _ ftevsr pofc 

fefled— 
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feffed— the liberty of thought, the 
liberty of fpeech, the liberty of the 
prefs, the liberty of declaring your- 
felves entitled to the advantages re- 
flating from the natural unalienable 
rights of man. — Oh, my coun- 
trymen,do thefe things,and,like your 
iheek andinikf Saviour, you fhall 

Wipe the tear for ever from our eyes. 

This, my Belleface, I am convinced 
is nothing more than a filly idle 
rhapfody. The people of France, 
I am afraid,, are too much degraded 
by the vile artifices that have been 
pra£kifed upon them, ever to rife to 
deeds like thefe. Here then I will 
paufe — Releafe from this: manfion 
of horrors, this congregation of mi- 
ieries, I expe& fto.ua the hand of 

death 
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ith alone — He only can burft my 
lins afunder. Belleface, would 
ould hear from- you ! — would that 
:ould heat what the oppofition of 
1 Parliament of Paris has pro- 
ced ! — would that I could be af* 
red that Eloife is reconciled to 
r feparation, and bears my eter- 
1 ab£en<;e with fortitude — I fhould 
jn t I think, endure my lot with- 
t repining— I fli ould then, I think, 
able to 4spart .ip. peace. 

- ' Henry D'Andre. 

; ( ; J 1. .' . ' ' ■ . 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
The Count de Vermandois to the Mar- 



r OR fomc time the two higher 
orders of the ftates-general refufed 
to receive any meffage, or to hold 
any communication with the tiers 
etat. The tiers etat however pro- 
ceeded to exercife all the functions 
of the ftates-general, under the at- 
fumed appellation of the National 
AfTembly, and the people fupported 
them in their treafonable condud. 
The defection from the body of 
the noblefTe was at firft trifling, till 
at length the Doike of Orleans fe- 



quis de St. Sulpice. 




cedent 
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Ceded. The avowed caufe of his 
feceffion was his attachment to the 
caufe of liberty ; the real one was a 
private difference between the Queen 
and him, which had been kept up 
with mutual reproaches for feveral 
years. The fupport of his ferene 
highnefs was a tower of ftrengtli 
to the tiers £tat. In ftiort, the 
court was obliged to feign an ac- 
quiefcence in their meafures, and 
the whole of the nobleffe and clergy 
were commanded by the King to 
unite with them. Thus united, their 
appellation, of the National Aflem- 
bly received the royal fan£tion— • 
One refource (till remained to the 
court — the attachment of the fol- 
diery. — Forty thoufand men, as I 
mentioned in my laft, commanded 
Ha by 
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by Marflial Broglio, were ordered 
to approach the capital. The peo- 
ple, convinced that their conduct 
merits the fevereft chaftifement, hay? 
formed an opinion that thofe mea 
are to a£t againft them : they there-? 
fore, through the medium of the 
National Aflembly, have petitioned 
the King to order the troops to re- 
move to a greater diftance from Pa? 
ris, alleging as a reafon, that the 
deliberations on the filiation of the 
nation may not be Overawed. The 
King has replied with: great pror 
priety, that he alone b capable of 
judging whether the troops be 
necefiary or not — that he will not 
confent to their removal. But if 
the National Aflembly are overawed 
by their prefence, they may retire 

to 
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to Nifmes and deliberate there — to 
which place he has no objection to 
accompany them. This reply was 
not expe&cd j it has aftonifhed the 
National Aflembly and the people, 
and we are, my friend, certainly on 
the eve of fome mo<l important 
event. The officers of the army 
have all been founded, and their 
fidelity is fltit to be doubted. The 
commander iil chief is attached to 
the court from the bottom of his 
heart. With refpedt to the foldiery, 
it is not neceflary to found them, 
for what French army ever refufed 
to obey the orders given to them by 
their fuperiors ? I am for firm and 
decifive meafures. — I am convinced 
that temporifing and moderate fteps 
cannot poffibly produqe any but 
H 3 the 
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the moft difaftrous effe&s. They 
will tend to infufe into the minds of 
the people a fuppofition that the 
court is afraid of a£ling vigoroufly, 
and they will generate in their bo- 
fom this dreadful truth, which ought 
ever to be kept from the view of the 
people — that the people in all coun- 
tries form the fovcreignty, and that 
their will, when they choofe to pro- 
mulgate it, muft be the law, 

De Vbrmandois* 



LETTER XXXV. 
M. de St. Felice to Julia de Nar bonne* 

LeT me not fuppofe that you 
€< can philofophize too much on 

that 
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* that paffion."—- Ah! Julia, did 
you but know my heart, you would 
not call me a philofopher. My paf- 
fions impel me with . a violence al- 
moft irrefiftible to fly to you, and to 
claim: you as mine for ever. But in 
matters of importance* what dread- 
ful effe&s would be produced, were 
we to be guided by our paflions !' 
Aflure yourfelf that I maintain a. 
confliQ; in my mind that almoft 
u hurls bright Reafon from her 
throne." — Be convinced that I love 
you with the moft unmixed linea- 
rity, with the pureft aflfe<2ion. Ah f 
Julia, do I not prove it by my 
prefent conduft ? What reftrains me 
from calling you mine for ever, but 
the fear I have bf plunging you into 
penury and diftrefs that might have 
H 4 no 
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no end ? Should I take you to my 
arms, would you not have caufe to 
fay that I attended folely to the die*- 
tates of fenfe? — No, JuKa! could I 
call you mine with propriety- 
could I place you in a fit action in 
which the winds of adverfity fhould 
not vifit you too roughly — then— ah \ 
need I fay what I would do I— But 
a wretched outcaft as I am, a fofldrti 
helplefs wanderer — abhorred df alt, 
ought I to take half the burthert of 
affii<ftons from my own fllouldets 
to bow down my JuKa to the eafth 
with the weight of them ? — No-— pe- 
rifh the thought ! — I caftnot — t dare 
not — I will not — 

If fuch a man, if fuch » wretch there be, 
Thanks to this aching heart, I am net he. 

" Let 
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'* Let tae not fuppofe that you can 
pfiilbfophife too much on that paf- 
fioft , *- j -Ah f my heart's beft trea- 
•ftrfe ! for Heaven's fake indulge no 
longer ftch fuppofitions, as injurious 
as- they are affli&ing to me ! 

Henry de St. Felice. 



L I T t E R XXXVI; 
Julia 4e Narbonne to' M. de St. Fetia. 

A; HE facility with which you con- 
jure .lip daemons to alarm your Ima- 
gibsKion is r aftoftifhing. Yon have 
Jonagioedr ttiat our union is to over- 
srfielm :in«viwhh^mifery, and tliat 
H 5 idea 
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idea tortures me almoft to madneik*. 
But why (hould it overwhelm me 
with mifery ? Ah, St Felice ! judge 
not harfhly of me!. — impute not 
my conduct to any motives injurious 
to me. — Equally tree from abfurd 
prejudices as I am t be afTured that,, 
in trying to convince you of your 
error, I am labouring to fecure our 
mutual happinefs. From this di- 
greffion I return to die queftion — 
Whyfhould our union overwhelm 
me with mifery ? Whence muft the* 
mifery proceed ? From na other 
fource certainly but that of poverty 
ofr the abfence of wealth. Mifery 
.poffefies a comparative relation.— 
The politician, who places all His 
happinefs in the gratification of as** 
bition, certainly experiences mifery 

when 
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when his ambition is difappointed. 
The ufurer, whofe felicity is de- 
duced from the pofleffion of wealth, 
is miferable by the deprivation of 
that wealth* — They whofe enjoy- 
ments are derived from mutual af- 
fection, by what caufe are they 
plunged into mifery ? — Not certain- 
ly by difappointed ambition, be- 
caufe from fuccefsful ambition they 
expe&ed no pleafure. — By tKe dfeu 
privation of wealth ?— No — becaufe 
the pofleffion of it afforded them no 
felicity. The only caufe therefore 
that could" plunge them into ^mifery 
would be the ceflation of mutual 
affe&iom St. Felice, is not this a. 
clear pofition, and can you find* ar^ 
guments of ftrength fufficient to op- 
pofe it ? L am fure you cannot— 
H 6 Acknow- 
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harmony — and yet all this concent 
tration of charms will I refift witlr 
a firmnefa fimilar to that which oc~ 
cafioned Scipio to furrender his fair 
captive to the obje& of her affec- 
tions — At fix o'clock I fhall expedt 
you* 

Henry de St* Felice* 



LETTER XXXVIIIv 
Julia de Narborme to M. de St. Felice. 

^THERE can Be no parallel be- 
tween Scipio and yourfelf. Kte fur- 
rendered hlis captive to the lord* of 
her heart. , - Were you to purfue a 
fimilar mode .of cohdu£t f wQiild yoi 
then refift i—Thq anfwer to the 
queftlon 
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; thirty 



thirty nlifes, we paffed through a 
fmall village, arid continued Our 
journey- eight or nine* miles through 
a foreft. Croffing thett a river, we 
entered an efctenfive fertile plain, 
bordering on the river, and (haded 
by trees ef vafr growth, which at 
once fpoke its fertility* Purfuing 
our jotffiftey for Xome Itime through 
thefe fhady groves, the fcpne, open- 
ed, and difclofed to oiir view the 
mod magnificent feat' I had ever 
feen. We rofe gradually a ftoj&^l; 
Bank of ttfteht^; t&i&fy 
vatiort, "atodF -lih&ft!£^ a 
•moft fublittte farkftf' We jfn&na;js 
a level greten pTtfttTA^ 

■trwi—trdesfucfc as the $Pntlc^l4fck 
oak,; lirlodetidWn; , jugMrf nlj& 
: 7 pVanus, 
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platanus, jaglans exaltata, fagus fyU 
vatica, and ulmus fylratka^ whofe 
mighty trunks, feemingty of art 
equal height, appeared like fuperb 
colamni. To keep within the boumfs 
of truth artd reality in defcribtng 
the magnitude and grandeur of thefe 
-trees, would, I fear, fail of credibi- 
lity;, yet I think 1 can afTem that 
many of the bfack oaks meafured 
eighty nme r ten, and eleveh feet of 
diameter, fire fefct abort the ground, 
.and hence they afcend ptirfe&ty 
straight, with a. gradual taper fowy 
or fifty feet to the limbs ; but bdow 
.fire or fix feet, thefe trunks wOuW 
meafure a third more in circumfe- 
rence, on account of the projecting 
Joiiitt or fupports, which are more 
. 4>r lefe according to the number of 

horizontal 



l6l THE EMIGRANT*: 

horizontal roots they arilc from'. 
We pafled through this foreft above 
fix miles* — At length a vifto, burfting 
upon our fight, difcovered to; our 
view the caftle of St. Fermen* It 
was built in the reign of LouU the 
Seventh, by the aneeftor of the 
Duke de Velore^ who was a fa* 
vourke of that monarch. You never 
faw the caftle of Vincennes, elfe I 
fhouid tell you that you would dis- 
cover a great refemblance between 
the two. The furniture is moft 
magnificent— the decorations grand, 
and every thing, in the firft ftyle of 
elegance. As foon as we alighted 
from our carriage, the domeftics,. 
who are very numerous, paid thek 
homage to me, and expreffed their 
joy* I promifed them my protect 

tiont 
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tion and fupport, and the fatisfadion 
evident in their countenances amply 
rewarded me* — And now,, my Julia* 
you will afk me very properly, 
whether I am happy?— To this 
queftion I hefitate not one moment 
to reply in the negative* The Duke 
de St. Fermon treat* me with atten- 
tion ; but it is an attention that con- 
veys no comforting fenfations to the 
heart, becaufe I am convinced that 
it is not the effe£k of love. Yet 
this circumftance produces no uiv- 
eafy fenfations in my breaft, becaufe, 
as I cannot compel my heart to fe$J 
any tender fentiments for him, I 
fliould only be opprefled were he 
to. experience any for me. — Be- 
fides, Julia,, the image of the injured 
unfortunate D' Andre haunts my 

imagj?> 
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imagination night aftd day, Irt com- 
pany and alone I think of him. The 
proud pageantry that furrounds rac 
affonje me no confolation, for I can- 
not avoid thinking that I have be- 
haved very ungratefully to him.-* 
But what could I do ? Commanded 
by my father, and knowing that his 
<urfes would attend the fefufal of 
the Duke de St* Fermon* I was eon*- 
pelled to give my aflent— an affent 
the Father of us all can teftify givert 
moft unwillingly indeed. — Ah, J*** 
Ka! imagine what I mutt have fiiffer* 
ed from being forced to make this fa- 
crifice to duty. Imagine what I fuf- 
fered when the attendants were 
adorning me for the purpofe of be- 
ing offered up a vidim at the fhrine 
of parental ambition.— Think how 

m 7 
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my foul ihrunk at the idea of f wear- 
ing to perform that which I knew 
it was ionpoflible I could perform 1 
Conceive thefkuation of my feelings 
as I headed the prpceffion to the 
akar • AH theft you . may imagine- 
but nevxr, never can yoa form art 
Equate idea of what I fuffered 
when my poor injured bfother r pate 
and wan, difoj-dered and diftrefled, 
fjjftied up the aifle, and threw St, 
Fermon from the place Where he 
ftood. His look' fo pale, - yet fo de-* 
termined- ~£>wild, yet.fo refolded— 
his voice fo folemn, though fy 
mourn £uWaH-mall agitated, convuW 
lively .agitated* ' every fibre of my 
frame. He commanded theni to 
ftop the unhallowed rites n -^-Unhal* 
lowed indeed they were!, anil much 
' could 
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could I have wifhed that I could 
have obeyed his commands — but the 
ftern looks of my father awed me, 
and I cafl: my eyes upon the ground 
with trembling apprehenfion. He 
dire&ed his di&ourfe to me — he 
afked me if I had given my confenL 
I was on the point of throwing 
myfelf into his arms for protection, 
and declaring that my foul revolted 
from the proppfed union, but my 
father had whifpered in my ear thefe 
dreadful words — " Reply as you 
ought* or my vengeance (hall fall 
on St. Felice with fuch weight that 
he (hall never tafte of comfort 
more/ 1 This fentence, fo terrible, 
routed me to more vigorous adion. 
I replied to both the queftions put 
to nje, with a forced firmnefs of tone 

that 
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that doubtlefs furprifed you at the 
time. The difclofure of the real 
caufe will reader any further furprife 
unnecefiary. How I was enabled 
to go through the remainder of the 
ceremony I know not — But I do 
know that when St. fermon, by 
taking me in his arms, informed me 
tliat I was his for ever, my heart 
amoft died within me. Such is the 
relation of the ftate of my feelings 
on that day — a day which in the ca- 
lendar of my life fliall be recorded 
as die mod miferable one that ever, 
ever I experienced. The violence 
of my grief abated by degrees, afid 
left me a fixed filent fomow that will 
end only with my life. Perhaps 
you may wifh to know in what 
maimer I pafo my time* There is a 

magnificent 
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magnificent library in the caftl?, and 
I read ^ grjea$ deal. I traverfe the 
furrouqd&g woods, and amufe my- 
felf by exploring, all the beauties of 
the fitufttion* The park that fur- 
Toynds tKe caftle .is very extenfive* 
^nd in a high ft ate of cultivation. 
Bat the. county beyond, which is in 
the hands jof the pea&nts, ieems 
barren, and net very produ&ive. I 
have endeavoured to 'develop th* 
zeafori ; and with infinite pain do 
I inform you that it is owing to the 
conduct of the lord of the foil, who 
opprefles the: peasants, and renders 
ftiem unable and unwilling to culti- 
vate tbejground in fuch a manner as 
it ought to bfe, and in a way that 
would make it infinitely more pro- 
<fc^lnre>—^^/on account of their 
. .r.i j i poverty, 



A GALLIC TALE. 169 

poverty, the lord taking fo much 
of their hard-earned gains — and un- 
wilting, becaufe the unhappy people 
know, that ftiould they make their 
grounds ever fo productive, 1 their 
fituation would not be ameliorated 
or rendered more comfortable. This 
fad difcovery has filled my mind 
with inexpreflible anguifti, and that 
anguifh is increafed by the impofli- 
Hility, on my part, of applying any ' 
remedy to the evil : for were I to 
mention the difcovery to the Duke 
de St. Fermon, he would immedi- 
ately fufpedt that his vaflals- had 
been complaining to me, and might 
on that account add to their mife- 
ries by an increafed degree of op- 
preflion. - Of the Duke de St. Eer- 
mon's mode of fpending his time I 
Vol, I. I know 
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know nothing — he is from home 
the greateft part of the day, and is. 
abfent often from the caftle for fe- 
veral nights fucceffively. . I fear he 
is not much beloved by his vaflfals, 
for he ne;ver exprefTes any pity for 
them, and never attempts to alleviate 
the burthen of their woes. His 
lleward is a fevere man, and I have 
formed already amoft unfavourable 
opinion of him. Suchis the detail ojjfc 
my fituation, my mode of life, and the 
ftate of my fenfations. Ah, Julia ! 
how does my mother bear my ab- 
fence ? The excellent parent ! fhe 
gave her confent to the union be- 
cayfe fhe was compelled, but I faw 
that it did not deceive her approba- 
tion. Often have I found her in 
tears, and on the day of my mar- 
riage 
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fiage I thought that flie walked in 
the proceffion* not as if ftie were 
proceeding to a " confummation de- 
voutly to be wifhed," but as if fhe 
were foitewing^ me to my grave — 
and to the gra^he of my happinefs 
fhe did follow me indeed. My 
friend jfof Heaven Yfakej let me have 
from you a full Recount of every 
event that mayliappen. About the 
£deferted,injured D' Andre I ought not 
to make any enquiries — but to you I 
feaf not to difclofe every fenfation. 
I would not fee him — Oh, no ! I 
would ftudioufly avoid any inter- 
view with him i but I would wi(h 
to know if any intelligence has been* 
received relative to him. My fa* 
ther's vengeance I fear fell heavy 
upon his head. — I would know 
I 2 whether 
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whether that vengeance has relaxed, 
and whether he is made acquainted 
with my infidelity. He perhaps de- 
fpifes me for it. Alas ! I think he 
would pity me, did he know the 
reafons that impelled me to this moft 
hateful union. Adieu, my Julia; 
believe me ever yours, 

Eloise de St. Fermon. 

. t 

LETTER XL 

Julia de Narbonne to M. de St. Felice. 

SlGNIOR Scipio, what a fund of 
fortitude you pofTefs ! — Thefe were 
your words ; I remind you of them, 

fearing 
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fearing that you may have forgotten 
them : — " Julia, now fhall you ex- 
" perience what a victory I can gain 
u over myfelf : — you will meet me 
u arrayed in the fpotlefs robe of in- 
" nocence, with cheeks that rival 
M the rofe's tints — with eyes that 
" fjpeak the fours emotions, and lips 
" that pour forth the moft mo- 
dulated harmony. — And yet aH 
P iC this concentration of charms will 
."I refift with a firftiilefs fimilar to 
" that s which occafioned Scipio to 
" furrender his fair captive to the ob- 
" je£b of her affe&ions." I told you 
in anfwer that your comparifon was 
not a juft one — that it could not be a 
juft one in the way in which you ap- . 
plied it. I met you ; and what was 
the refult ? — St. Felice, your forti- 
T 3 tude 
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jjiujti^hc ax which I ccrzfid rtfywith 
towfwtaKj e — I mpvek to the 
wmcktf hcnoL Fortfeedeia Iotc! 
Ridka&KB ! fecrilegkHis I impious !— 
Hurpc amugui crery thing for oar 
«mmu Tern will meet me on the 
Coot Ncuf, ia a &cie» at eight 

o'clock 
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o'clock to-morrow morning; I will 
be waiting to receive you. — Thence 
we proceed to the church > where, in 
the prefence of Heaven, we will offer 
up vows in which our whole hearts 
fliall j oin. Remember^and be punc- 
tual — Eight o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing on the Pont Ncuf. If you fufFer 
toe to itfait five minutes after that 
hour, I fhaii begin to defpair— anfi 
r to think thfct you will not come* 
fWl hot— Eijght o'clock on the Poift 
Neuf, 

Hr^RY fifi St, t £tic&. 
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LETTER XL1I. 

Julia de Narbonne to M. de St. Felice 

.ElGHT o'clock on the Pont 
Neuf — Eight o clock on the Pont 
Neuf— Eight o'clock on the Pont 
Neuf ! — In the courfe of your let- 
ter you have repeated thefe words 
three feveral times. Do you think, 
Signior Scipio, that my memory is 
fo very treacherous I — But a truce 
to this fubjeft, for I have one of 
much more importance which I 
would mention. At different pe- 
riods of our lives, St. Felice, ^&je£ts 
appear to us in a different point of 
view. That argument which feema 

conclufiYe 
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conclufive to-day, may poflefs to- 
morrow not the flighted influence 
on our minds. To this pofition 
you, lam fure, will feel an inclina- 
tion to accede — I fay I 'am fure of 
it, becaufe, .were you not inclined to 
accede to it, you would prefent to 
me a ftrange confufion of theory 
and practice, the latter a&ing in di- 
rect contr^di&ion to the fuggeftions 
of the former. But not to keep 
you longer in fufpenfe, know, St. 
Felice, that my fentimentfr have un- 
dergone a moft material alteration 
fince we parted in the Thuilleries. 
I have perufed with great attention 
all your letters, and the refult is, a 
total change of opinion. To take 
me from a fituation of affluence, and 
plunge me into penury, might per- 
I 5 haps 
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haps in time produce thiseffeS on my 
mind. — I might cherifh a fentiment 
of the following nature: — Can he 
really love me, who has overwhelm- 
ed ma with mifery^and (brewed fuch 
numberlefs thorns upon my pillow ? 
The encouragement of fuch a fenti- 
ment might weaken my affe&ion, 
and oh ! what exquifite torments 
fliould we not endure from a convic- 
tion that the fenfation which alone 
rendered 44 the proud man's fcom, 
the rich man's contumely," fupport- 
able was gone for ever ! Another 
coniideration alfo urged in another 
of your letters poflefles no finall de* 
gree of force. You fay* that 44 in 
44 matters of importance moft dreadful 
41 effe&s would be produced, were we 
44 to be guided by our paffions." — I 

think 
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think fd too, and I fear that tye both 
may haVe given too little influence 
to reafon, too much to paflion. If 
this be the cafe, which I fear it is, the 
eonfequence is clear — The reign 
of paflion muft have an end. What 
then will reafon fay to us for out- 
raging her power and defpiling her > 
precepts ? To thefe arguments, urged 
by you with fuch force, I am con- 
vinced that my replies were weak 
and powerlefs — I blufh for having; 
made them ; and the only apology I 
have to offer, i^, that what I wifhed,, 
I prevailed upon myfelf to think was 
" moft wife, moftjuft, moft proper." 
Such is the change that has taken 
place in my mind, and fuch are the 
grounds on which that change is 
founded. After this declaration, St. 

I Felice* 
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Felice, is it neceflary that " I fhouTd 
" meet you in a fiacre on the Pont 
<4 Neuf at eight o'clock to-morrow 
" morning ?" 4 

Julia deNarbonnb. 



LETTER XLIII. 
M. de St. Felice to Julia de Nar bonne. 

. JfJ A ! is it come to this ? Have you 
laboured to convince v me of my error, 
and have you fucceeded only to in- 
volve me in all the horrors of difap- 
pointment and defpair ? — Is this my 
Julia ? Irppoflible ! It cannot be !~ 
Curfeori my letters that could produce 
fo horrible an effect ! — But hear me 

— Aflfurc 
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— Aflure yourfelf, Julia, that my 
reafoning was weak ; I am convinced 
of it now, and wonder at my abfuc- 
dity. If we always proceeded in the 
idea, that evil might proceed from 
any particular a&ion, fliould we ever 
be happy ? — We fliould live in a 
conftant ftate of' anxiety, and all our 
prefent happinefs might be poifoned 
by the expectation of coming mifery. 
Again too I muft contend, that my af- 
fertion of the dreadful efle&s that 
would, be produced were we to be 
guided by our paflions, ought not to 
be taken in fuch an enlarged fenfe. 
For though an entire fubmiffion to 
our paflions might certainly produce 
evil confequencesj yet, are we on that 
account never to be guided by them ? 
Are the impulfes of nature never to 

poflefs 
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paflefe any influence over us ? — If fo> 
the humble peafant ought never to 
feel an affedion for any female, be* 
caufe, were he to indulge it, it might 
produce ah union that would, ac- 
cording to this mode of arguing, be 
jnoft reprehenfible, on account of the 
poverty of the parties. You muft 
fee in an inftant, my Julia, what an 
irreparable injury would be done to 
fociety, were foch a principle to pof- 
fefs an influence oa the condu& of 
men — So much for argument. And 
now, my love* let me aflt you* Whe- 
ther you are ferioufly refolved to 
.perfevere in your prefent fentimeftts? 
If you are, expectations of happinefs, 
vifions of felicity, farewell ! — Fare- 
well to all thofe fweet cohfolations 
that were to render life pleafant L 

that 
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that were to fweeten the bitter 
draught of poverty — that were tx> 
make me u fmile at the whirlwind^ 
and defy the ftorm !" A parent has 
configned me to all the miferies of 
fcorn and negiedt — and you, Julia* 
are refolved to aflTift that parent in 
carrying his intentions into execu- 
tion ! — Could I exped fuch a letter 
as you havefent me ? — Had I a right 
to fuppofe, that, on the eve of hap- 
pinefs r you would have overwhelmed 
me with fuch exquifite mifery ? But 
I have done. Farewell, my beft-be~ 
loved Julia !' The God of us all pro- 
te£t you with his infinite power, and 
comfort you in all affli&ions ! It is 
kot neceflary, after the declaration 
you have made, that ytm fliould 
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meet me on the Pont Neuf to-mor- 
row morning at eight o'clock. 

Henry de St. Felice. 



LETTER XLIV. 
JuKa de Nor bonne to M. de St. Felice. 

WlL L you pardon me, my Fe- 
lice ? — Will you forgive the deceit I 
pra&ifed upon you? Ah \ be aflured, , 
that the fentiments conveyed to you 
in my laft are not thofe my heart 
entertains— Far from it — Indeed, in- 
deed they remain unaltered ; but I 
wifhed to receive from your own 
mouth a refutation of the opinion 
which you once poffeffed.— I have 

received 
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received it, and am fatisfied. Is it ne- 
ceflary then to afk me, Whether I am 
ferioufly refdlved to perfevere in liich 
fentiments as my laft avowed ? Will 
you now bid farewell to . every exs- 
pedation of happinefs on this fide 
eternity ? Will you now bid adieu 
to thofe fweet confolations that were 
to rendef life pleafant — that were to 
fweeten the bitter draught of poverty 
— that were to make you u fmile at 
the whirlwind, and defy the ftorm ? M , 
— Ohanfwerme ! — Tell me whether . ' 
it is now so very unneceflary that 
I fhould meet you on the Pont Neuf 
to-morrow morning at eight o'clock? 

Julia de Narbonne, 



LET, 
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LETTER XLV. 

■M. de St. Felice to Julia dc Narbotme, 

Oh thou dear difieinbtar !— and is 
it true that you only meant tojttac- 
tife a little deceit upon me N-And is 
it true that you only wifhed: to^eceive' 
from my own mbuth a wfittatiob 
tbofe principles I once pdffeffed? 
The happinefs is fo great-^the^blife 
fo exquifite— ihall I fay too, fo unex- 
peded, that 1 almoft fear it is but 
fame foft delufion of the imagination 
— fome fcene of blifs that fancy paints 
to the mind's eye, but which expe- 
rience never, never can realife? Need 
I anfwer thofe queftions you have 

put 
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put to me ? or is it neceffary that I 
ftiould tell you, that on the Pont Neuf 
to-morrow morning at eight o'clock 
I fhall exped to enfold in my arms 
all that is dear to 

Henry de Si • Felice! 



LETTER XLVL 

The Count de Fermandois to the Mar- 
quis de St. Sulpice. 

Confusion feize « the fwini& 

multitude" !— Perdition catch all the 
leaders of this revolt from order and 
loyalty ! Regardlefs of the force 
that furrounds Paris, the people have 
attacked and taken the Baftille — yes, 

-by 
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— by Heaven — they have taken that 
ftrong fortrefs, and all Paris is at their 
command. What confequences will 
follow / know not. Human reafon 
and human conjecture are inadequate 
to predi& what confequences will 
enfue j for thefe recent events have 
been effected by means which no 
human wifdom could poflibly fore- 
fee. 

De Vermandojs. 



LETTER XLVIL 

M de St. Felice to Julia de St. Felice. 

14th July, 1789. 

God and Liberty approve our 
union : it was celebrated by an event 

glorious. 
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glorious not only for France but for 
the whole world. Does it remain 
for me to tell you that the Baftille 
has been taken ? Have not the ac- 
clamations of the thoufands no longer 
flaves aflured you of the event ? See 
you not how joyful all the face of 
nature appears ? Does not each pea- 
fant look at his fpecies with a more 
firm and noble air ? Have no hands 
been clafped to Heaven in grateful 
tranfport for the glad event ? — Yes — 
the deed has penetrated every heart- 
it has fliaken the thrones of tyrants, 
and made the crowns of defpots trem-„ 
ble upon their he&ds — It has fuf- 
pended for a feafon the torments of 
hell and the tortures. of the damned # 
— It has made ^ 

t Thy 
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Thy ftone, oh Sifyphus, ftand ftill, 
Ixion reft upon his wheel, 
And the pale fpedres dance. 

Amidft this overwhelming in* 
fluence of blifs — this, infinite hoftof 
raptures- — this wondrous completion 
of all my wifhes — can I concentrate 
my thoughts in fuch a manner as to 
give you a full detail of this event i 
— Ifcarce think that I am able, but 
I will endeavour it» 

I run rapidly, my beloved Julia, 
over thofe events that preceded and 
caufed the deftriidion of this engine 
of tyranny. The perfevering firm- 
nefs of the tiers etat — the jundtion of 
the noblefle and clergy with the tiers 
£tat, the confequence of this firmnefs 
—the popularity acquired by the Na- 
i tional 
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tional Aflembly,could not fail of being 
difogfeeable to a court that has 
flouriftied, and could only flourifh, 
by the oppreflions of the people — • 
the continuance of the burthens ac- 
cumulated on* their flioulders, anjj 
the deep degradation of the human 
mind. It was, therefore, to be ex- 
pected that the court would adopt 
any meafures that were likely to pre- 
vent innovations, or any alteration 
in thceftablifticd form of government. 
Troops to awe the Parifkns were 
drawn fecretly frorii the diftant pro- 
vinces towards the capital. The 
command of this wicked and abomi- 
nable enterprife was given to Mar- 
flial Broglio — and to whom could it 
have been given with fuch pro- 
priety ? for Broglio is a man to whom 

the 
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the will of a court was always a rule 
of conduct — the wifhes or happinefs 
of the people never. The people, pro- - 
perly alarmed at the approach of fuch 
an army,and cafily divining the views 
of the court, remonftrated, and de- 
fired the removal of the troops* — 
The court refufed. Such are the 
caufes which I have briefly enumer 
rated, becaufe fuch an enumeration 
was neceflary. As foon as the re- 
fufal of the court w as promulgated 
at Paris, the people became infuriate. 
. Many thoufands aflembled in the 
ftreets,and exprefled their fentiments 
of the refufal in terms of merited ob- 
loquy and deteftation. At length one 
of thofe minds, that find their level- 
in all public convulfions, appeared, — 
From amidft the great mafs of the 

people 
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people a voice was heard to pro* 
nounce, as if by the immediate in- 
fpiration of God, thefe words — " Li- 
berty will never be eftablifhed till the 
Baftille is taken." — Inftantly a thou- 
fand voices exclaimed — " Let us 
take the BaftiHe." The propofition 
receiving general affent, the people 
divided themfelves into various par- 
ties, and immediately proceeded to 
different places, whence they pro- 
cured arms, ammunition, and fome 
cannon. — The different parties were 
then united, and they proceeded in 
regular order to the BaftUle. A fum- 
mons was immediately fent to M. De 
Launay, the governor, to furrender 
the 'place to the fovereign authority 
of the people. The governor, in 
anfwer, defired a deputation to be 
Vol. I. K feat 
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fent to him. — This was acceded to ; 
and your St. Felice, with a feled 
number of perfons, was appointed to 
this deputation. The members who 
compofed it pafling haftily through 
the outward gates, the guards fup- 
pofed that the people wiflied to ob- 
tain entrance in a larger number 
than was confident with the wiflies 
of the governor ; the gate therefore 
was clofed juft as I was on the point 
of entering. Scarce had thofe who 
had obtained ad million gained the 
dVaw-bridge, when the treacherous 
De Launay ordered his guards to 
fire. A general difcharge maflacred 
feveral of the members of the depu- 
tation. The noife of the artillery, 
and the fcreams of the dying mar- 

4 ty* 8 * 
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tyrs, convinced the bulk of the people 
that fome treachery had been put in 
pfa&ice. — They were inflamed to 
an untameable degree of fury — the 
cannon were immediately ranged in 
proper order, and a furiovis can- 
nonade inftantly took place — Some 
bundles of ftraw being placed before 
each -of the cannon, prevented the 
defenders of the Baftille from de- 
termining with any precifion the 
particular, fpot whence the fire pro- 
ceeded : they fired confequently at 
random* After half an hour's furi* 
ous difcharge from without, a bait 
mod fortunately cut the chain of the 
drawbridge. The bridge immediate- 
ly dropt, and the people thus beheld 
a paflfage prepared for them, which 
fecured au entrance into the prifon.. 

K x Theic 



.'4 
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Their ardour increafed — they con- 
tinued the' ftorm with additional 
fury, and furmounted every ob- 
ftacle. They poured like torrents 
into the outer court-yard — rufhed 
over the bridge — fecured their ad- 
verfaries, and in the fpace of a few 
minutes the conquerors, from the 
battlements of the prifon, were heard 
to exclaim — " Vive la liberie ! — Vive 
le peupk /" Our labours ended not 
here — a party fecured the infamous 
De Launay — and with a celerity 
moft reprehenfible fevered his head 
from his body, and raifed it to the 
view of the people on the top of a 
pike. The wretch deferved his fate, 
but he was too infignificant to me- 
rit the magnanimous revenge of a 
Vrhole people. The filly fly that 

has 
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lias annoyed us may repofe upon* 
the rack, but the rack Ybr that rea~ 
fon ought not to be put in motion 
againft it. To return from this di— 
greffion, another party was deputed; 
to fearch the numberlefs caverns and> 
dungeons of this accurfed building. 
In many we found engines of tor- 
ture hitherto unknown and un- 
heard of. An iron cage, with the 
ikeleton of a man, was difcovered* 
in a cell feveral feet under ground — 
in other dungeons many bones were* 
found, and the fteps that led to* 
each room were dyed with blood. 
At length we came to a dungeon, 
whence iflued a groan.. Admiflion- 
was foon obtained, Upon entering 
it, I beheld an old man of moll ve- 
nerable appearance — his hair the co- 
K 3 lour/ 
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lour of fiber — his beard of the fanfcd* 
colour defcending to his waift. He 
furveyed me with a wildnels in his- 
eye, the effect of intellect ebfeured, 
and almoft loft. He rofe however 
without faying a word, and pre- 
pared to follow me— The unhappy 
prifoner ! he had been often in- 
iulted with a mock examination be- 
fore the judges of this infernal place,, 
and inftindtively rofe, fuppofing that. 
1. was come to convey him before, 
them again. I placed his arms with- 
ip mine — He looked furprifed — I, 
I believe I wept — He was aftonifh-. 
ed — not a word however proceed- 
ed from his Hps. With gentlenefs 
lied him up the flairs, and into the 
court-yard. He Itared wildly round, 
him. I told, him that he was no. 

longer . 
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r longer r 'ii prifoner. He groaned, 
looked increduloufly, and burft into * 
tears. — The friendly difcharge re-, 
.lieved him, atid in a confufed man- 
ner he uttered the following words : 
— " Forty years: — Does he then re- 
" lent ? — I injured him not — He 
" ftole my Anna from me — I com- 
" plained and was fent here — Am I 
" then releafed ? She is dead then ! 
« Well— well— be itfo-beit fo."— 
His head funk upoa his hands, and 
he wept aloud. Committing him to . 
the . care of the . people, I haftened 
back to the prifon, and continued, 
our fearch. Proceeding down an- 
other ftair-cafe, I. heard a tone mod. 
familiar to me — It was • my dear 
friend D' Andre's — a Courage !" I. 
exclaimed — u we are come to re- 

" leafe. 
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u leafe you. The Baftille is taken,, 
" and your old friend Belleface is 
M near yo — "God be praifed !" 
replied D'Andre, but with a feeble - 
nefs of tone, the effed of perfecution 
and imprifonment. The doors of the 
cell were foon burft open, and my 
friend was in a few minutes in my 
arms. — Ah how emaciated, wan and ; 
pale !. The hell-hounds had tortured 
him on the rack, and he could fcarce 
walk. Wefupported him, and cheered 
him by an aflurance that the reign 
of Defpotifm was at an end. Na- 
ture feemed to lend his priftine vi- 
gour as foon as he heard this intel- 
ligence — He fprung from us, and, 
finking on his knees, and raifing his 
hands to heaven — " God of us all/' 
he exclaimed, " thou haft heard 

"and: 
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<c and granted our prayers. • The 
" wrongs of the opprefled fhall be 
* c revenged on the head of the op- 
<c preflbr, and a vicious and a pro- 
" fligate court fhall no Jonger de£ 
€t duce their enjoyments and their 
" luxuries from the hut of mifery 
" and the hovel of diftrefs. — O 
God ! to thee be afcribed, as is 
u moft due, all power, might, ma- 
" J e fty> an d dominion, now and 
" for ever." 

We lifted him from the ground,, 
and I conveyed him immediately ta 
my lodgings. To the Baftille I did 
not return, for the grand event was 
completed, and every faftnefs of that 
execrable place expofed, as it never 
h ad been before, to the folar ray. 

Such is the detail, my wife, my 
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